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Burundi 


Uprona Leadership Agrees To Rejoin Government 


EA1601210395 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in Kirundi 1700 GMT 16 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] A month and a half has gone 
by since the Unity and National Progress Party [Uprona] 
decided to withdraw from the government over the 
question surrounding the election of the speaker of the 
National Assembly, a choice which was not supported by 
the opposition parties. 


Yesterday, the political bureau of Uprona met to study 
ways for the party to rejoin the government. Here is 
Charles Mukasi, the party’s president, speaking: 


{Begin Mukasi recording] We had two questions on the 
agenda. The first one was to study how Uprona acted 
during the recent crisis, along with the nature of the 
National Assembly issue, to see whether the outcome 
was Satisfactory. We concluded that the outcome was 
satisfactory. [passage omitted] 


The second question related to the recommendation of 
the Uprona political bureau. As you know, letters were 
exchanged recently between the Uprona president and 
the prime minister. Concerning this issue, we agreed on 
what we should say to the prime minister. A letter was 
sent to him to get a response from him, especially 
concerning decisions on the issue relating to him. This 
was done so that we could move forward with no 
friction. 


[Unidentified correspondent] Is the Uprona decision to 
withdraw from the government still valid? 


[Mukasi] The decision we took is that Uprona will rejoin 
the government. We decided to inform the prime min- 
ister and the president of this. We shall send a delegation 
to them so that we can also discuss how to do this. 


[Correspondent] How will it be done then? 


{Mukasi] There is a way in which a party which is outside 
a government can rejoin it. The party leadership can 
promulgate another decree. The question is to know 
whose name will appear on the new decree. We discussed 
whether personnel involved should be the same or dif- 
ferent people. This is what we have left to do—but this is 
an easy question to solve. 


[Correspondent] Does that mean that Uprona will 
reenter the government with new people? 


[Mukasi] That is what we agreed upon. We agreed that 
one or two people could be changed. In case we need 
more, this will be done within Uprona organs and 
nowhere else. [passage omitted] [end recording] 


New Parliamentary Speaker Replaces Minani 
AB1301142595 Dakar PANA in English 1215 GMT 
13 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Bujumbura, Burundi—The 
former acting executive secretary of the Burundi Demo- 
cratic Front (FRODEBU), Leonce Ndikumana has been 
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elected speaker of parliament, replacing controversial Jean 
Minani. Ndikumana received 67 votes in the 69-member 
legislature at elections held on Thursday [12 January] 
evening in Bujumbura. He will therefore replace Minani, 
the former minister of health and former member of 
parliament whose election as speaker in December led the 
main opposition Union for National Advancement 
(Uprona) to withdraw from the government. 


Political activities were suspended and 50 people died in 
ethnic clashes which followed in the capital in the wake 
of the stalemate. 


The [words indistinct] Ndikumana is outspoken and is 
known to be a staunch supporter of Minani, whom the 
opposition accused of having “called for the killing of 
political and ethnic minorities”, on Radio Kigali, after 
the death of President Melchior Ndadaye, in October 
1993. 


Addressing the reporters after his election, Leonce Ndi- 
kumana announced the parliament “will rigourosly 
monitor the activities of the government”. However, a 
convention signed on 10 September 1994 between the 
presidential majority and opposition parties, barred the 
parliament from passing confidence vote during the next 
three years. A cabinet reshuffle is also expected. 


Says Reconciliation Priority 


EA1301203595 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in Kirundi 1700 GMT 13 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Mr. Leonce Ngendakumana 
is the new leader who has been chosen to lead during 
these difficult times in our country, when the National 
Assembly must function, and, in particular, must collab- 
orate with the government to restore peace and security. 
He spoke to our colleague, Emmanuel Nzeyimana, and 
told him about his high priority program, which includes 
reconciling Unity for National Progress Party. Uprona, 
and Front for Democracy in Burundi, Frodebu, so that 
the National Assembly can once again be trusted by all 
Burundians. 


[Begin Ngendakumana recording] [passage omitted] It is 
true that I have been elected when we are living through 
difficult times, but I can tell you that I am not frightened 
by this because I was elected from the ranks of a party 
that is used to working under difficult conditions. I will 
do everything I can and I will not be frightened by the 
crisis we are undergoing. My priority will be to reconcile 
deputies from the Frodebu and Uprona who make up the 
Naticnal Assembly. As you know, the problems we have 
experienced caused a rift between them. [passage 
omitted] 


We must fulfill the mandate we were given by the people, 
not the wishes of our parties. You know parties today 
have many objectives. You have witnessed them. So we 
will do everything we can to restore honor to the 
National Assembly and return it to the place reserved for 
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it in the Constitution. As you know, this institution 
ranks second in importance only to the presidency. So 
we will do everything possible to ensure that neither the 
government nor the parties interfere with its work. 
[passage omitted] [end recording] 


Congo 


Premier Reappointed After Resignation 


AB1301191295 Brazzaville Radio Nationale Congolaise 
Network in French 1800 GMT 13 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Jacques Joachim Yhombi- 
Opango has been reappointed prime minister by Presi- 
dent Pascal Lissouba after resigning from the post this 
morning. President Lissouba’s Spokesman Destin 
Arsene Sachimboungou has the details: 


{Begin Sachimboungou recording] The president of the 
Republic, His Excellency Professor Pascal Lissouba, 
today received and accepted the government's resigna- 
tion presented by Mr. Yhombi-Opango, prime minister 
and head of government. 


By Decree No. 95-25 of 13 January, the president of the 
Republic has just renewed his confidence in Mr. 
Yhombi-Opango by appointing him prime minister and 
head of government. In accordance with the Constitu- 
tion, the prime minister 1s charged with proposing a new 
government to his excellency the president of the 
Republic as soon as possible. As for the formation of the 
new Cabinet, the following must be taken into account: 
The concern of the wise from all the regions of our 
country and our people's desire to live in a community of 
peace and fraternity as expressed at the National Forum 
for Peace Culture. [end recording} 


Discusses Objectives 


AB1301205595 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 1830 
GMT 13 Jan 95 


{FBIS Translated Text] Promises are made to be kept. 
News Desk’s guest is Jacques Joachim Yhombi-Opango. 
He has just been reappointed prime minister by a decree 
issued by President Pascal Lissouba. His declared objec- 
tive: to consolidate peace and revamp Congo’s economy 
by forming a consensus-based government. The Congo- 
lese head of government begins by explaining to Jean de 
Dieu Ndong Ovono the reasons for his resignation this 
morning: 


[Begin recording] [Yhombi-Opango] Since December we 
have witnessed intensive political activity characterized 
by an opposition-sponsored no-confidence motion 
against my government. Then, we had the peace forum 
which came out with a number of perspectives so that in 
our country we may be able to thrash out the problems 
linked with consolidating lasting peace. Finally, since the 
beginning of this year the head of state has endeavored to 
find ways and means of implementing the forum’s rec- 
ommendations. So, to enable the head of state to work in 
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a serene atmosphere and discuss with all our country’s 
political forces, | deemed it useful to tender my resigna- 
tion and that of my cabinet in order that he may not be 
constrained into looking first in the direction of his 
political family instead of the nation’s problems. This 
explains why I had to tender my cabinet’s resignation 
this morning. 


[Ovono] If you have to change the team with which you 
have worked, one may perceive somewhere a failure on 
the part of this team which you led previously. What new 
element do you plan to introduce? 


[Yhombi-Opango] When I assumed the post of head of 
government in June 1993 it was important to know that 
we had just emerged from a parliamentary election, 
which produced a certain majority. Within this majority, 
there were representatives of political organizations 
which formed what we called the presidential coalition. 
You also know that I led a sufficiently bulky and 
unwieldy team, which was consistent with the mission 
entrusted to me in the first instance. For us, we found the 
country in a tight corner. The idea was to close ranks and 
be as many as possible in trying to put in place all the 
necessary reforms and, you know, in Africa we still do 
not yet understand the need for reforms. These are often 
carried out but leave no trace. One has to be patient in 
assessing the impact of reforms. This means that, per- 
sonally, I am satisfied with the job done by the team I 
led, which carried out immense reforms and restored 
confidence in the ranks of our foreign partners. Today, 
Congo features once more in the prorram of interna- 
tional finance institutions. 


{[Ovono] That is enough for the balance sheet, but what 
are the objectives of the new cabinet you will be forming 
and what ts its main goal? 


[Yhombi-Opango] Its main goal will be, first, to imple- 
ment now the reforms we have planned, bearing in mind 
that we are now in the second half of the term of office of 
the president of the Republic. This means resolving the 
problems linked with the concerns of our — .ntry’s 
people. These problems relate—first, concerning this 
problem of the civil service—to how to ensure regular 
payment of salaries; how to solve the problem of man- 
aging the economy of our country; and how to ensure 
that the basic infrastructure is restored. [passage indis- 
tinct] [end recording] 


Opposition Refuses To Join Future Government 
AB1601215095 Paris AFP in French 1118 GMT 16 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Brazzaville, 16 Jan (AFP)—The 
Congolese opposition party, the National Union for 
Democracy and Progress [UNDP], issued a commu- 
nique today announcing that it will not join the future 
government, because it does not want to “bear respon- 
sibility for the chaotic running of the country.” 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


FBIS-AFR-95-010 
17 January 1995 


Congolese Prime Minister General Joachim Yhombi- 
Opango was reappointed prime minister on 13 January 
after tendering his resignation to President Pascal Lis- 
souba. At the end of December President Lissouba 
proposed the formation of a reduced cabinet of 20 
ministers in a broadbased government, which will be 
charged with definitively solving the political crisis and 
revamping the economy. 


In the communique sent to Western news agencies, the 
UNDP stated: “The opposition will be better off playing 
its role rather than bringing disrepute upon itself by 
joining a government whose ministers enjoy no respect 
either.” 


Furthermore, the UNDP 1s accusing President Lissouba 
of not having “directly” consulted the opposition before 
reappointing the prime minister. “President Lissouba 
has the habit of juggling and manipulating people in 
order to divide and rule.” 


The UNDP, which is led by Pierre Nze, is a member of 
the Congolese opposition coalition and has two parlia- 
mentarians at the Naticnal Assembly. 


Zaire 


Rwandan Destabilization Attempts Condemned 
AB1 101160695 Paris AFP in French 2054 GMT 13 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Kinshasa, 13 Jan (AFP)}—The 
Zairian Government, through an authoritative source, 
today strongly reaffirmed its concern not to see its 
territory serve as a base for acts of destabilization in 
Rwanda, “whether they are carried out by former 
Rwandan Armed Forces [FAR] militiamen or leaders 
from the former Habyarimana regime.” 


“The Zairian Government recognizes neither generals 
nor ministers from the so-called government in exile and 
will deal with those who do not respect its hospitality, 
whether they are simple refugees or former dignitaries,” 
stated this source. who requested to remain anonymous. 
About | million Rwandan refugees are settled in the 
towns of Goma and Bukavu, in the Kivu region of 
eastern Zaire. 


This reaction came after an attack perpetrated on 11 
January on Rwandan territory by about 50 former FAR 
members who had crossed the border from Bukavu, 
according to a UN Assistance Mission in Rwanda 
[Unamir] spokesman. 


The Kigali authorities said that it was only an attack by 
“bandits,” and that the exchange of fire lasted only about 
half an hour. However, the UnamiR spokesman stated 
that the exchange of fire lasted two hours and believed 
that this might be the “beginning of a guerrilla war by the 
ex-FAR refugees in Zaire.” 


Such a possibility was completely ruled out by sources 
close to the government who, however, deplore that the 
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international community has not yet responded to the 
request for assistance presented to it to ensure the 
control and actual disarmament of former Rwandan 
military and militiamen who “are sowing the seeds of 
decadence in the refugee camps and are terrorizing their 
compatriots.” 


Last month, before the UN Security Council, Zairian 
Prime Minister Kengo wa Dondo offered to provide a 
contingent of 1,500 men—which has now been increased 
to 2,500 men—to ensure security in the refugee camps 
and control the FAR members and militiamen. Long 
before then, he also called on the international commu- 
nity to find new host countries for the former Rwandan 
officials, but no initiatives have been taken so far. 


“That is not why we will get discouraged,” stated a close 
aide of the Zairian prime minister's who, however, 
pointed out that the Zairian Armed Forces “are criti- 
cized, because they are said to be gangs of looters. But 
our Armed Forces are not comprised only of hoodlums.”’ 


The same source also complained about the harm being 
caused by the million refugees in Kivu Province, giving 
as examples the ‘“‘anarchical acts of deforestation, ban- 
ditry, and pollution.” He continued that, “all interna- 
tional aid is sent to the refugee camps, without sending 
even a little bit to Zairians.” 


“The Rwandan Government must also assume its 
responsibilities and begin to implement the Nairobi 
Agreement, which is aimed at a national reconciliation,” 
said this close associate of the prime minister. 


Governor Says No Rwandan Guerrillas in Province 
AB1701094895 Paris AFP in French 1523 GMT 16 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Bukavu (Zaire), 16 Jan (AFP)— 
The governor of South Kivu Province in eastern Zaire 
said today that no anti-Rwandan guerrilla group has 
been organized in his province by former Rwandan 
Armed Forces [FAR] soldiers. 


The region of Bukavu hosts some 200,000 Rwandan 
refugees spread out in about 50 camps of varying sizes, 
with some camps limited to holding just a few hundred 
persons. On this issue, Governor Kyembwa Walumona 
told AFP that he “does not understand” the recent 
statement made by the UN Assistance Mission in 
Rwaada [Unamir] spokesman that about 50 former FAR 
soldiers passed through South Kivu Province, entered 
Rwandan territory on 11 January and clashed with 
troops of the Rwandan Patriotic Army [RPA] for almost 
two hours. 


(For its part, the Rwandan Government has minimized 
the incident, talking about an attack by “bandits” who 
fled toward Zaire after a an exchange of gunfire that 
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lasted half an hour). “That does «ot hold,” the South 
Kivu governor said, referring to the Unamir spokes- 
man’s statement. He then added that former FAR sol- 
diers in South Kivu have been disarmed and grouped in 
one or two camps about 50 km from the Rwandan 
border. On this point, he explained that the Zairian 
regional authorities have given these soldiers “the 
responsibility of organizing their camps and that these 
camps are under the control of the Zairian Armed 
Forces. Kyembwa Walumona also recalled the stand of 
the Zairian Government which has repeatedly said that 
it does not want its territory to serve as a base for 
aggression or for activities aimed at destabilizing 
Rwanda. 


For their part, some individuals in Bukavu disclose that 
as long as the camps are near the Rwandan border-- 
some of them are just 50 km from the border—Zaire will 
always find it difficult to effectively control certain 
refugees—both former FAR members and militiamen. 
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On this point, the governor explained that the establish- 
ment of refugee camps around Bukavu cannot be con- 
sidered as a long-term issue. Once the stage of emergency 
is over, he told AFP, they must be sent further west, first, 
to respond to the conventions which envisage that refu- 
gees must be settled within 200 km from their countries’ 
borders, and second, to create more space for Zairians in 
this region which is already overpopulated. 


According to him, to implement such a suggestion, it 
must receive the support of the international coimmu- 
nity, for example, to rehabilitate the road between 
Bukavu and the regions more to the west which are less 
populated. 


Concerning the situation in the refugee camps. chari- 
table organizations, which are as numerous in Bukavu as 
in Goma, have not reported any major incidents but 
instead speak of a sort of “nervousness” which did not 
exist over the past few weeks. 
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Eritrea 


Facilities Said Granted to Sudanese Opposition 
NC1101100195 Cairo AL-AHALI in Arabic 4 Jan 95 p 2 


[FBIS Translated Text] A delegation of Sudanese oppo- 
sition leaders met last week with Eritrean President 
Issaias Afeworke. The delegation included Muhammad 
*Uthman al-Mirghani, leader of the Unionist Party, as 
well as leading figures from the al-Ummah Party, the 
army’s legitimate command, and the Sudanese People’s 
Liberation Movement. The meeting was held in the 
Eritrean capital Asmara. This follows an earlier decision 
by Eritrea to sever diplomatic ties with Khartoum, which 
it has accused of backing the Eritrean opposition, and 
came at a time when meetings were under way in Sanaa 
as part of a Yemeni bid to resolve the differences 
between the two sides. 


Political circles in Cairo say that the Eritrean Government 
has granted the Sudanese opposition major facilities to 
boost its activity against the Sudanese government. The 
same circles expect Eritrea to allow a Sudanese opposition 
radio to begin operating on its territory. 


Ethiopia 


EPRDF Adopts Program Ahead of Elections 


EA1001204095 Addis Ababa Radio Ethiopia Network in 
Amharic 1700 GMT 10 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The second Ethiopian People’s 
Revolutionary Democratic Front [EPRDF] congress under 
way in Awasa town, capital city of Region Eight, approved 
the front’s program today. The participants exhaustively 
discussed the front’s revolutionary democratic program 
before approving it. Radio Ethiopia correspondent Belehu 
Terefe sent us this report by telephone. 


[Begin Belehu recording] The congress made it clear that 
the EPRDF’s main objective is to struggle for the respect 
of the human and democratic rights of the broad masses 
as endorsed in the Constitution and the establishment of 
a government based on the full participation of the 


people. 


Participants of the congress also discusseu and agreed to 
establish and strengthen a constitutional defense and 
police force independent of any control by political 
parties. 


The congress also extensively discussed and agreed that 
the main objective of the frent was the establishment of 
an independent judiciary. [passage omitted] 


The congress also agreed to follow a foreign policy which 
would respect the sovereignty of the country and would 
benefit the people. The participants approved the draft 
of the program after a lengthy discussion. [end 
recording] 
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Kenya 


Government Arrests Three Opposition MPs 


EA1501185095 Nairobi KTN Television Network in 
English 1600 GMT 15 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Three FORD [Forum for the 
Restoration of Democracy]-Asili MP’s were this after- 
noon arrested at Mai Mahiu, Longonot, in Nakuru 
District, where 10 people were killed last Tuesday [10 
January] night. 


Molo MP Njenga Mungai, Nakuru East legislator 
Francis Wanyange, and their Nakuru Town counterpart, 
Dr. Lwali Oyondi, were arrested by the police, who 
accused them of addressing an unlawful assembly and 
incitement to violence at the St. Jude’s Catholic church 
in Longonot. 


Also arrested were seven other opposition officials. 


The MP’s had intended to attend a prayer meeting for 
the 10 victims at the church but arrived when the mass 
was over. They entered a nearby hall where some people 
who fled Tuesday’s violence are camping. But a huge 
crowd swelled, attracting the attention of policemen at 
the nearby Longonot police post, who stormed into the 
church compound. Led by Nakuru [police] boss (Nico- 
demus Difu), ihe policemen ordered the crowd to dis- 
perse before arresting the opposition leaders who were 
taken to Nakuru District CID [Criminal Investigation 
Division] headquarters. 


Somalia 


UN Evacuates Compound; Fighting Continues 
AB1501170295 Paris AFP in English 1626 GMT 15 Jan 95 


[By Hugh Nevill] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Mogadishu, Jan 15 (AFP)}—UN 
troops and civilians completed their retreat from their 
sprawling compound in Mogadishu to the airport 
Sunday {15 January] as warring sub-clans fought with 
heavy weapons in the streets of the Somali capital. 


That fighting has left at least three dead and |! wounded 
since Saturday, witnesses and hospitals reported. 


Pakistani tanks accompanied the convoys setting out 
from the 33-hectare (80-acre) compound, the former US 
embassy, leaving behind a 950-strong Pakistani security 
battalion to deter looters as contractors remove equip- 
ment, a process expected to continue for another month. 


Helicopter gunships hovered overhead. 


At the airport, spokesman George Bennett said the 
evacuation had been completed without incident except 
for a stray rifle round that hit a building in the com- 
pound Saturday. 
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The 8,400 troops and 350 civilians remaining will all 
leave Somalia by late March following the failure of rival 
warlords to agree on a government of national unity for 
this lawless Horn of Africa nation. 


All troops have withdrawn from the hinterland. 


In Mogadishu, they are based at the harbour in the north 
of the city, at the port in the south, at force headquarters 
over the road from the compound just evacuated, and at 
the airport. 


The international troops arrived in 1992 to protect 
convoys of food going to victims of a devastating famine 
from looting by clan militias, and in a bid to quench 
inter-clan warfare following the ouster of dictator 
Mohamed Siad Barre in January 1991. 


But the UN and US troops—30,000-strong at their 
peak—became embroiled in the fighting, with the US 
troops losing 36 men and the United Nations 121 so far, 
some to stray rounds. The US troops pulled out in March 
last year. 


The fighting between the Murusade and Abgal factions 
of the Hawiye clan in the Bermuda district of south 
Mogadishu did not hamper the evacuation. 


The battles, with the militias using mortars, recoilless 
rifles, rocket-propelled grenades and heavy machine- 
guns, resumed Saturday after a nine-day lull. 


Fighting between the two sub-clans in Bermuda and in 
the Medina district left close to 200 dead and some 700 
wounded between early December and early January. 


That followed the defection of Murusade leader 
Mohamed Qanyare Afrah from the camp of warlord Ali 
Mahdi Mohamed, who controls north Mogadishu, to 
that of General Mohamed Farah Aidid, who controls 
most of the south of the city. 


Medina—beside the airport—was calm Sunday because 
the Abgais have chased Qanyare Afrah’s Murusade out 
of the area, leaving it an enclave loyal to Ali Mahdi. 


Approximately 80 armed Somali security guards barricaded 
UN chief transport officer Ray Botham of Australia and 
four of his staff in a building in the southern compound next 
to the airport for 12 hours Saturday to demand overtime 
payments, Bennett said. He emphasised that the UN staff 
were not hostages in the compound, which is full of heavily 
armed Bangladeshi troops. 


The compound was calm Sunday, but staff said extra 
security precautions were being taken as negotiations 
continued on the pay dispute. 


At anchor just outside the harbour is the French corvette 
D’Estienne d’Orves, and the supply tender Champlain is 
just over the horizon, officials said. 


Warships from Britain, Italy, Malaysia, Pakistan and the 
Lnited States are expected to arrive next month to cover 
the final evacuation. 


FBIS-AFR-95-010 
17 January 1995 


Rival Chieftains Claim Airport 
AB1601225195 Paris AFP in English 2228 GMT 16 Jan 95 


[By Hugh Nevill] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Mogadishu, Jan 16 (AFP)—A 
battle for Mogadishu airport is looming as UN troops 


depart. 


Rival chieftains told AFP separately here that their 
militias would control it, and defend it. 


The 8,000 UN troops remaining, garrisoned at the 
airport, the port, and in the city, will all leave Somalia by 
late March following the failure of rival warlords to agree 
on a governmer:t of national unity for this lawless Horn 
of Africa nation. 


The dozen or so reliet agencies remaining in Somalia are 
planning to withdraw their expatriates—mostly to 
Nairobi—until the situation settles. 


The departure of the UN troops will be protected by an 
amphibious fleet from the United States, France, 
Britain, Italy, Pakistan and Malaysia, UN special repre- 
sentative Victor Gbeho of Ghana told AFP. 


US marines will come ashore in the final stages as the 
last soldiers leave, he said. 


After that, with no government in place, the port and the 
airport, with their lucrative fees, will be up for grabs by 
rival militias, with the victors able to import ammuni- 
tion, weapons and other supplies. 


Both are in south Mogadishu, which is mostly controlled 
by General Mohamed Farah Aidid, but the Abgal sub- 
clan of self-styled president Ali Mahd: Mohamed, who 
controls north Mogadishu, holds the strategic enclave of 
Medina just beside the airport. 


The Abgal, a sub-clan of the Hawiye, chased the Muru- 
sade, another Hawiye sub-clan, out of Medina late last 
year after Murusade leader Mohamed Qanyare Afrah 
switched allegiance from Ali Mahdi to Aidid. 


The victorious Abgal commander in Medina, Musa Sudi 
Yalaho, told AFP in his battered enclave: “It is my 
responsibility to run the airport. We consider it our 
property, so we shall defend it if Aidid’s men try to loot 
it. The airport will be fully controlled by us because of its 
proximity to Medina.” 


Qanyare Afrah, who chaired a ‘peace conference’ of 13 
factions in south Mogadishu to plan a government under 
Aidid, told AFP that “we are preparing forces to defend” 
the port and airport. 


“‘We shall not allow clan fighting for them,” he said. “We 
have experience of the port and the airport.” 


Various proposals are circulating in Mogadishu for joint 
north-south committees to run the two facilities, but 
Qanyare Afrah said flatly: “Ali Mahdi will not partici- 
pate. If he wants war he will get it.” 
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Both Yalaho and Qanyare Afrah said they would respect 
the 33-hectare (80-acre) US Embassy compound in south 
Mogadishu, which the United Nations has just evacu- 
ated, but both said they would fight for it if the other side 
occupied it. 


The compound is defended at the moment by a 950- 
strong security battalion of Pakistani troops, but they 
will abandon it after contractors finish removing UN 
equipment, a process expected to take about a month. 


It will then be handed back to the US Government. 


Battles for the port appear less likely, as it is in an area 
occupied by militias whose leaders all owe allegiance to 
Aidid. 

Yalaho conceded that “I can’t say the port is ours.” 


General Aboo Samah bin Abo Bakar, the Malaysian 
commander of the UN forces, told AFP that he expected 
there might be some demonstrations as the last UN 
troops left, and maybe some throwing of stones, but 
added: “I don’t expect much trouble.” 


The protection force—two French warships are already 
here—will send up helicopter gunships as the UN troops 
depart, with firepower far superior to the battered pick- 
up battle-wagons known as “‘technicals” which circulate 
in Mogadishu armed with rocket- propelled grenades 
and heavy machine-guns. 


The militias also use mortars, recoilless rifles, and 14.5 
mm cannon, but have no tanks. aircraft, or ships. 


Aboo said he was sacisfied with security at the dusty 
airport, which is now home to the remaining UN civil- 
ians, but that it was being reviewed “every day.” 


It is guarded by tanks, armoured personnel carriers, 
anti-aircraft weapons, and machine-gun nests in sand- 
bagged fortifications atop sandhills. 


What will happen at the airport after the departure, 
Aboo said, “one can never tell.” 


The US and UN peacekeepers. 30,000 strong at their 
peak, arrived here in 1992 to halt looting by militias of 
supplies going to victims of a devastating famine, and to 
try to halt clan warfare following the ouster of dictator 
Mohamed Siad Barre in January 1991. 


They became embroiled in the fighting, with the US 
troops, who pulled out in March last year, losing 36 men, 
and the United Nations 121 so far. 


The United Nations failed to disarm the militias or bring 
peace, but Aboc said they had succeeded in their human- 
itarian mission, and that the operation had been worth- 
while despite the loss of life among the international 
troops. 


He said the operation had supplied medical treatment 
and food for thousands, and operated six airports around 
the country. 
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Subclan Fighting Leaves 6 Dead 


AB1601164995 London BBC World Service in English 
1515 GMT 16 Jan 95 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Guns are still blazing in the Ber- 
muda District of Somalia’s capital, Mogadishu. as two 
subclans battle for territory. The fighting has killed hun- 
dreds since early December. It is all a humbling reminder to 
the United Nations, which is in the process of withdrawing 
from Somalia, that little has changed since it arrived in 
1992. From Mogadishu, Ali Mussa Abdi faxed this report: 


Six people are dead and at least 38 have been wounded, 
according to sources at the Mogadishu Hospital today. The 
victims are said to be mainly noncombatant civilians hit by 
stray bullets close to the battlefield of Bermuda, where 
fighting continues between (Murusade) and Abgal subclans. 
Last night was quiet, but at 0800 this morning, and for no 
apparent reason, the sound of gunfire and RPG anti-tank 
rockets began again, and there are reports of ser.ous looting 
in the Bermuda District. Peace negotiations sponsored by 
other subcians of the Haawiye are continuing, but the results 
are not known. Another cease-fire, which would have been 
the 8th in three months, was supposed to be signed yes- 
terday, but it appears that elders of one of the parties could 
not attend because of a technical problem, a problem which 
the elders say will be resolved today. 


Meanwhile, the United Nations has evacuated its main 
compound, and today 350 international staff and more than 
1,000 local employees were at the dusty airfield, locating the 
sites of offices and other facilities. There is also a good deal 
of trade going on at the airfield, as civilian and military 
personne! sel! < .crything from t-shirts to television sets. and 
Somali businessmen try to seii traditional souvenirs and 
duty-free items to the departing scidiers, mostly from the 
Third World and known by Somalis as Americans without 
dollars. More multinational forces are expected in Mogad- 
ishu to cover the withdrawal but this was dismissed by SNA 
[Somali National Alliance] spokesman, (Abdi Kayeh), as 
useless. They are just wasting more money on a failed UN 
mission, he said. 


Ali Mahdi Calls For Joint Control of Port 


EA 1401185895 Mogadishu Voice of the Somali 
Republic in Somali 1700 GMT 14 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Ali Mahdi Mohamed, the presi- 
dent of the Somali Republic, received in his office Ambas- 
sador James Victor Gbeho, the UN secretary general's 
special envoy to Somalia. The president and envoy dis- 
cussed at length the issue of who should control the main 
Mogadishu port and the observance of the tripartite agree- 
ment [as heard]. 


Speaking on the occasion, the president, who is also the 
chairman of the Somali Salvation Alliance, SSA, has made it 
clear that nobody has been given the responsibility of 
running the port, which was why he proposed that a special 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


8 EAST AFRICA 


committee be formed to jointly administer the affairs of the 
port. He added that the Somali National Alliance should 
realize this was the right course of action. 


Fo. his part, Ambassador Gbeho also spoke on the issue of 
the port and the tripartite agreement. [passage omitted] 


Uganda 


Committee / pproves Suspension of Parties 


EA1601210995 Kampala Radio Uganda Network in 
English 1700 GMT 16 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Committee No. 5 of the Constit- 
uent Assembly has passed an amendment suspending polit- 
ical parties when a movement cystem of government is in 
operation in the country. The amendment was passed 
during this morning's session, which was characterized with 
exchange of hot words between the National Resistance 
Movement and the multiparty supporters. in which the 
committee chairman, (Sam Kotesa), was forced to come in 
to cool the tempers of members who were insulting each 
other. 


The amendment, which suspended political party activities, 
was moved by Mr. Amanya Mushega, CAD [Constituent 
Assembly delegate] for Igara West. Mr. (Patrick Monda 
Mukombi), CAD for South Iganga. rejected the amendment 
on grounds that every citizen has a right to belong to any 
system of his or her choice like political parties. 


Mr. (Monda) was of the view that, as per the present 
structures in Uganda, there is no room for Uganda holding 
a free presidential election under one movement. His argu- 
ment was denied by the movement supporters on grounds 
that every Ugandan is free to stand on individual merit and 
compete with others because the provisions for that have 
been catered for. 


Kampala Complains of Sudan-Aided Incursions 


AB1101182795 London BBC World Service in English 
1515 GMT 11 Jan 95 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Once again the Ugandan Govern- 
ment has been complaining bitterly about incursions in the 
north of the country where for years there have been 
simmering civil wars. There were reports last weekend that 
some 50 men had crossed the border from Sudan. The 
authorities claim they are members of the Lord’s Resistance 
Army [LRA] which, according to the Ugandan Government, 
is backed by the Sudan Government and by General 
Nyuan’s breakaway faction of the southern Sudan rebel 
SPLA [Sudanese People’s Liberation Army]. Well, the gov- 
ernment says they have repelled the insurgents. In Kampala, 
Mwambu Wanendeya asked Defense Minister (Amama 
Mbabaz1) [title as heard] what weapons they were carrying. 
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[Begin recording] [(Mbabazi)] They carried rifles. They 
had anti-personnel mines, anti-tank mines, and so on. 


[Wanendeya] Fifty people, you said, crossed with these 
arms from the Sudanese Government. What evidence do 
you have that the Sudanese Government arms them? 


[(Mbabazi)] We, we know. We know from our sources. our 
intelligence sources. They actually have been collaborating 
with the group led by William Nyuan, which is collabora‘ ing 
with the Sudanese Government, and they are operating in 
an area to the north of our border with Sudan. 


{Wanendeya] Last year, 1 met William Nyuan in south 
Sudan and he denied any collaboration with rebels based 
in northern Uganda. 


{(Mbabazi)}] He would, wouldn't he? 


[Wanendeya] If 50 people crossed, how can you assure 
the people of northern Uganda that another 50 or 
another 100 won't cross again? 


[(Mbabazi)}] They may. Of course, I cannot assure anyone 
that they will not. In fact, they expect them to. But what I 
can assure Ugandans is the fact that we are prepared to 
receive 50, 100, 200 and to answer them in their own 
currency and, right now, the 50 of course have been mei by 
the Army, the National Resistance Army. They have suf- 
fered casualties. They have broken up into smaller groups, 
and the majority of them—those who survived—are on the 
retreat, on their way back to the Sudan. 


(Wanendeya] You said they suffered casualties. How 
many casualties? 


[(Mbabaz1)] I think they've suffered something like .... 
[pauses]. So far, according to reports, they ha’ e suffered 
something like 15 dead. 


[Wanendeya] Why is it being so difficult to get rid of the 
LRA in northern Uganda, because they have been knocking 
around there in one guise or another for at least eight 5 2ars? 


{(Mbabazi)} Yes, as you know, these are the remnants of the 
main rebel force in the north. When we extended the general 
amnesty—you know the amnesty was not total—those who 
had committed what we called personal crimes, like murder, 
like rape, and so on were not pardoned. So Kony [LRA 
leader] and his group belonged to that category of people, 
and they took refuge in the parks and that area that is highly 
populated. 


{Wanendeya] How are you going to manage to flush 
them out now? 


[(Mbabazi)] We have at least flushed them out of 
Ugandan territory and they have now had to run back 
into the Sudan, and that is a big achievement. 


[Wanendeya] Are you going to (?swoop) across the 
border and pursue these people? 


[(Mbabazi)} Not really. No. That would be breaking inter- 
national law. We hope, of course, that Sudan will desist 
from supporting these people because if this is persistent we 
will have to find an answer to the problem. [end recording] 
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Viok, 3,590 Police Officers Given Indemnity 


MB1301094095 Johannesburg SABC TV I Network in 
English 0S00 GMT 13 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Former Law and Order Min- 
ister Adriaan Vlok and 3,500 policemen were allegedly 
granted automatic indemnity in the days before the 
elections on 27 April last year. These extraordinary 
disclosures were made by Justice Minister Dullah Omar 
in a statement issued in Cape Town last night. 


The statement claims that individual indemnity applica- 
tions were made to the Indemnities Office in March and 
April of last year, in terms of a government gazette dated 
24 April. On application, automatic indemnity was 
apparently provided. 


Mr. Omar said that, up until now hy.» been totally 
unaware of these applications °»< wou! : not recognize 
their validity. He would order om. diate investiga- 
tion into the matter, particularly . _ had never been 
brought to his attention, nor made public. 


Mr. Vlok, who was contacted in Cape Town last night, 
flatly refused to comment on Mr. Omar's statement. 


Commissioner of Police General Johan van der Merwe, 
who announced his retirement from oijice earlier this 
week, also declined to comment, saying he would be 
speaking to Safety and Security Minister Sydney Mufa- 
madi first. 


Deputy President F.W. de Klerk, under whose govern- 
ment the alleged indemnities were granted, could not be 
contacted last night, but a spokesman for his office said 
she knew nothing about the allegations. 


Police Chief on Investigations 


MB1301123595 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
13 Jan 95 p 10 


{Letter by South African Police Commissioner General 
Johan van der Merwe] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] With regard to your editorial of 
January 10 commenting on the actions I have taken in 
respect of the charges laid against Mr Adriaan Vlok, I 
would like to point out the following facts which have 
been completely disregarded by vou: 


(a) The South African Police have, after an instruction 
by the previous cabinet, suspended the investigation of 
all cases pertaining to offences committed, or apparently 
committed, with a political object before October 8 
1990. The police cannot morally and legally justify the 
suspension of the investigation of certain offences while 
we continue to investigate other offences in the same 
category. 


(b) The South African Police has committed itself to t.ie 
upholding and protecting of the Constitution of the 
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Republic of South Africa, 1993, and has also undertaken 
to operate within and live up to the vision of the 
constitution. 


The constitution contains the following provision which 
is of utmost importance in this regard: 


“The adoption of this constitution lays the secure foun- 
dation for the people of South Africa to transcend the 
divisions and strife of the past, which generated gross 
violations of human rights, the transgression of human- 
itarian principles it; violent conflicts and a legacy of 
hatred, fear, guilt and revenge. 


“These can only be addressed on the basis that there 1s a 
need for understanding but not for vengeance, a need for 
reparation but not for retaliation, a need for ubuntu 
{African humanity] but not for victimisation. 


“In order to advance such reconciliation and reconstruc- 
tion, annnesty shail be granted in respect of acts, omis- 
sions and offences associated with political objectives 
and committed in the course of the conflicts of the past.” 


In terms of the clear woruing of the constitution, once it 
has been established that an act, omission or offence is 
associated with political objectives and committed in the 
course of the conflicts of the past, amnesty shail be 
granted in respect of such act, omission or offense. 


A Truth and Reconciliaiion Commission is at present 
envisaged ‘n terms of the constitution whose function it 
will be to investigate all matters relating to acts, omis- 
sions or offences associated with political objectives and 
committed in the course of the conflicts of the past. This 
commission will cost the taxpayer approximately R40 
million [rands]. 


The question arises whether the police should spend 
valuable time in investigating offences which clearly fall 
within the ambit of the Truth and Reconciliation Com- 
mission. For these reasons I have referred the matter to 
the Minister for Safety and Security as it undoubtecly 
requires a political decision. 


Lawyers Group on Indemnity 


MB1301190895 Juhannesburg SAPA in English 1851 
GMT !3 Jan 95 


[Report by Patrick Bulger] 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Johannesburg Jan 13 
SAPA—{passage omitted] Lawyers for Human Rights 
[LHR] on Friday said indemnity was given to 3.500 
policemen last year while the LHR was holding discus- 
sions with the office respunsible for granting indemni- 
ties, but the information was withheld from it. The 
previous government of then President F W de Klerk 
gave indemnity to former Law and Order Minister 
Adriaan Viok and 3,500 police personnel just before the 
election in April last year. 
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Commenting, LHR Director Ahmed Motala said the 
applications for indemnity were made through the Office 
for Indemnity in Pretoria. “Our organisation has worked 
closely with this office in our attempts to secure the 
release of remaining political prisoners who still remain 
in prison,” Mr Motala said in a statement. “At no stage 
during lengthy discussions with this office has any dis- 
closure whatsoever been made of this mass indemnifica- 
tion.” It called for disciplinary action against those 
involved in granting the indemnities and those who had 
taken part in what it called a cover-up. 


De Klerk Statement or ‘ndemnity 


MB1301205095 Johannesburg SABC TV I Network in 
Afrikaans 1800 GMT 13 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The indemnity from prosecu- 
tion granted to former Law and Order Minister Adriaan 
Vlok and about 3,500 members of the police force on the 
eve of the April elections could be short-lived. The 
indemnity has been described by Justice Minister Mr. 
Dullah Omar and the ANC as invalid. [passage omitted] 


A statement released a short while ago by Deputy Pres- 
ident F.W. de Klerk says the previous government 
applied legislation on indemnity in a lawful and impar- 
tial manner, and any claims of irregularity are rejected in 
the strongest terms. 


De Klerk said media reports create the impression that 
indemnity was granted arbitrarily by the previous gov- 
ernment. He said in the indemnity process distinction 
was made between two categories—namely, those 
involving serious offenses such as murder, which were 
dealt with by committees of judges that made recom- 
mendations to the state president, and other offenses 
that were dealt with through an administrative process. 


The applications for indemnity by Vlok and some mem- 
bers of the police were dealt with through the adminis- 
trative process and were not presented to De Klerk for 
approval. 


Botha Signed Provisions in 1991 


MB1601071795 Johannesburg Radio South Africa 
Network in English 0500 GMT 16 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Mineral and Energy Affairs 
Minister Pik Botha says he signed a government notice 
in April 1991 outlining indemnity provisions, but that he 
was not concerned with the applications for indemnity 
themselves or with their processing. Mr. Botha, who was 
acting state president at the time, said in a statement that 
the processing of applications for indemnity had been 
the responsibility of then-justice minister, Kobie Coet- 
see. 


Mr. Botha was responding to several media queries as a 
result of a report that he and Mr. Coetsee had issued the 
government notices granting indemnity to former min- 
ister Adriaan Vlok and others. Mr. Botha said he’d 
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signed such a notice in April 1991, three years before last 
year’s general elections. It specified various categories of 
crimes for which indemnity could be granted upon 
application. The provisions were in terms of agreements 
reached at the time between the negotiating parties. Mr. 
Botha said applications had to be set out broadly out- 
lining specific transgressions, which then had to fall 
within one of the crime categories stipulated in the 
indemnity notice. 


ANC, NP on ‘Collision Course’ 


MB1601135295 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
16 Jan 95 pp I, 3 


{Report by Jovial Rantao] 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] The row over the clandes- 
tine granting of indemnity just before the April election 
has set the National Party [NP] and the ANC—the main 
players in the Government of National Unity —on a 
collision course. 


At the weekend the issue of granting ‘‘automatic” 
amnesty to 3,500 people—revealed in THE STAR on 
Friday [13 January]—grew into a major political storm, 
with the ANC saying it would not recognise the indem- 
nifications and Deputy President F W de Klerk saying 
any prosecutions would be unconstitutional. 


De Klerk said he and the NP would not accept the 
prosecution of two former Cabinet Ministers and the 
outgoing police commissioner, who were among those 
granted the controversial indemnities. 


De Klerk said a move to prosecute former Law and 
Order Minister Adriaan Vlok, former Defence Minister 
Magnus Malan and Police Commissioner General Johan 
van der Merwe—who applied for and were granted 
indemnity along with about 3.500 policemen—would go 
against the constitution and “the NP and I are not 
prepared to accept it”. 


COSATU [Congress of South African Trade Unions] 
yesterday called on Van der Merwe to quit the force 
immediately and not wait until March to retire. In a 
speech at Joe Slovo’s funeral yesterday, COSATU pres- 
ident John Gomomo strongly condemned the amnesty. 


“COSATU will never accept the amnesty which the 
apartheid regime secretly gave itself for the crimes they 
committed. We demand to know who organised 
numerous assassination attempts on the life of Joe Slovo 
and other leaders of the movement. These people must 
be brought before an open court. If they want to apply for 
indemnity then they must apply through the truth com- 
mission, and tell the South African people what they 
want indemnity for,” Gomomo said. 


Justice Minister Dullah Omar, who released the names 
of the indemnified policemen has ordered a full investi- 
gation of a process he described as invalid. The ANC has 
also rejected the validity of the indemnities and called 
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for a complete investigati.n with a complete disclosure 
of the nature of the crimes for which the policemen— 
who include former Vlakplaas commander Colonel 
Eugene de Kock—have been indemnified. 


De Klerk, who together with former Justice Minister 
Kobie Coetsee was apparently aware of the indemnity 
applications, said: “I stand by the principle that indem- 
nity is available for all South Africans. This principle is 
also enshrined in the new constitution. There was no 
underhand dealing with this matter. It was handled 
administratively in precisely the manner in which the 
ANC was handled.” 


A police investigation of charges possibly implicating 
Vlok in the 1988 bombing of Khotso House was dropped 
after he was granted indemnity. 


Van der Merwe said at the weekend that if the case 
against Vlok was to be reopened, so too should investi- 
gations “of all cases across the political spectrum”’. 
[passage omitted] 


DP Says Unity Government Threatened 


MB1601174995 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1727 
GMT 16 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg Jan 16 SAPA— 
The Democratic Party [DP] said on Monday [16 Jan- 
uary] it feared indemnity granted to former Law and 
Order Minister Adriaan Vlok and 3,500 policemen 
might rip apart the government of national unity. 


Justice spokesman Douglas Gibson said in a statement 
the DP had requested the speaker to permit a snap 
debate on Monday when Parliament reassembled. 


“It is clear the government does not have a unified view 
about indemnifying criminals and the perpetrators of 
crimes for political ends. The DP view is that, in the 
interests of national reconciliation, indemnity may well 
be necessary. We firmly believe, however, that the names 
of perpetrators and the nature of the crimes committed 
must be made known before forgiveness in the form of 
an indemnity against prosecution can be given.” 


He said the last thing South Africa needed was a con- 
tinuing witchhunt which could destroy both the govern- 
ment of national unity and prospects for peaceful 
progress. 


SACP Wants Explanation 


MB1701111795 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0744 
GMT 17 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg January 17 
SAPA—The South African Communist Party [SACP] 
“fully supported” calling leaders of the previous govern- 
ment to appear before the parliamentary standing com- 
mittee on justice to explain their role in granting 
indemnities to 3,500 policemen, SACP spokesman 
Jeremy Cronin said on Tuesday. 
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He was reacting to a statement by National Party 
spokesman Marthinus van Schalkwyk who said the com- 
mittee’s chairperson, Johnny de Lange MP, was a 
“prominent SACP leader”’. 


“Comrade de Lange is not and never has been an SACP 
member,” Mr Cronin said. 


Mr de Lange told the SABC [South African Broadcasting 
Corporation] TV’s Agenda programme on Monday night 
that his committee wanted to investigate the amnesties. 


Mr Cronin said the SACP “fully supported” calling 
former state president F W de Klerk, former justice 
minister Kobie Coetsee and former Foreign Affairs Min- 
ister Pik Botha before the committee “to explain why the 
former government thought it could secretly award 
amnesty to some 3,500 politicians and security force 
personnel. 


‘Perhaps Van Schalkwyk should himself now be asked to 
appear before the standing committee to explain from 
which dirty tricks department he gets his disinformation 
on ANC MPs.” 


Botha Says Indemnity Not Yet Granted 


MB1701150895 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1412 
GMT 17 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg Jan 17 SAPA— 
Former National Party [NP] cabinet ministers and 3,500 
policemen had applied for but not yet received indem- 
nity from prosecution, Mineral and Energy Affairs Min- 
ister Pik Botha said on Tuesday [17 January]. 


In a message faxed to SAPA from the venue where 
members of the cabinet were meeting for a two-day 
“bosberaad” [bush summit], Mr Botha said security 
force members were in the same positicn as thousands of 
African National Congress members who had applied for 
indemnity. It was not immediately clear whether Mr 
Botha’s statement represented the attitude of the present 
government. 


“No indemnity has been granted. Just as in the case of 
the thousands of ANC applications, legal certainty will 
have to be obtained if a prosecution or civil suit is 
brought against any of the police officers. The court will 
then have to decide if the indemnity in terms of the 
notice of 24 April 1991 has been rejected or not,” Mr 
Botha said. 


Mr Botha, as acting state president in April 1991, signed 
a government notice that established that ANC members 
or non-members who subscribed to peaceful change 
could apply for indemnity from prosecution in a broad 
category of offences that included treason, public ~ 10- 
lence and contraventions of arms and explosives legi _a- 
tion. The creation of the category opened the way fo: a 
flood of applications for indemnity from ANC members. 


Mr Botha quoted a letter from the Justice Department’s 
Office for Indemnity which acknowledged receipt of the 
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3,500 applications. It continued: “Because the necessary 
information has not been provided on the specific 
offences for which indemnity has been requested, it 
cannot be entered in the list of offences kept in the Office 
of the Director General of Justice.” 


Mr Botha said no names had been forwarded to former 
State President F W de Klerk. It is understood that Mr 
Botha will present his case to a meeting of the cabinet in 
Pretoria on Wednesday. 


Mr Botha said a joint government/ANC working group 
report in August 1990 had established that “activities of 
the ANC-MK [Umkhonto we Sizwe—Spear of the 
Nation; ANC military wing]-SACP [South African Com- 
munist Party] are recognised by the RSA [Republic of 
South Africa] government to be politically motivated”. 


But the office for indemnity could not deal with the flood 
of applications that this formulation had triggered and a 
decision was taken to handle applications by means of an 
administrative process. He said the ANC’s attitude at the 
time was that specific crimes would not be listed. 


“The Office for Indemnity could not grant indemnity, 
but simply took administrative notice of the situation. 
Only a court will be able to rule whether a person 
qualifies for amnesty under the government notice of 
April 24, 1991. 


“The thousands of ANC members from 1990/91 did not 
get indemnity with their applications. The 3,500 police 
applications being debated now are in the same position. 
The police learnt from the ANC and used the ANC 
formulation as the basis for their applications in April 
1994,” Mr Botha said. 


Thousands Attend Slovo Funeral in Soweto 


MB1501135995 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1051 
GMT 15 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg Jan 15 SAPA— 
Thousands of people crammed into the Orlando Sta- 
dium in Soweto on Sunday [15 January] to pay their last 
respects at the funeral of Housing Minister and South 
African Communist Party [SACP] leader Joe Slovo. 


“We are assembled to mourn the passing of a leader, a 
patriot, a father, a fighter, a negotiator, an internation- 
alist and an organiser,” President Mandela said in praise 
of Mr Slovo. 


Mr Mandela said his government would vigorously 
pursue Mr Slovo’s strategy to house the millions of 
homeless people in South Africa. 


‘I wish on behalf of the government to reiterate that the 
course Joe Slovo had chartered will continue to guide us 
in fulfilling the housing programmme. His firmness in 
dealing with obstacles to this programme will remain one 
of the central features of our work,” Mr Mandela said. 
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Mr Slovo, he continued, had made an indelible mark on 
South Africa’s history. Mr Mandela spoke to tumultuous 
applause from the packed Orlando Stadium. [passage 
omitted] 


SACP General Secretary Charles Nqakula said Mr Slovo 
had pledged his life to the fight for dignity. 


“During the negotiations, the regime could not stand 
having him in the negotiating team of the African 
National Congress. But the people demanded he be 
included.” 


Mr Nqakula said the SACP was not a “‘gate-crasher at the 
celebrations of democracy.” 


“We are not a Johnny-come-lately party. Joe fought for 
and built the ANC when it really mattered. We in the 
SACP pledge to continue in the tradition of the alliance. 
We shall continue to respect the leading role of the 
ANC,” said Mr Naakula. 


The stadium was awash with flags, banners and other 
regalia in the colours of the ANC and the SACP. The 
more than 30,000 crowd toyi-toyied [protest danced], 
sang and chanted slogans in memory of Mr Slovo. 


Apart from the Slovo family, others on the podium were 
ANC PWV [Pretoria, Witwatersrand, Vereeniging] 
(Gauteng) Premier Tokyo Sexwale, Mrs Winnie Man- 
dela, Deputy President Thabo Mbeki, Environment and 
Tourism Affairs Minister Dawie de Villiers, Defence 
Minister Joe Modise, Safety and Security Minister 
Sydney Mufamadi, Health Minister Nkosazana Zuma 
and other provincial premiers. 


Congress of South African Trade Unions President John 
Gomomo and General Secretary Sam Shilowa were also 
on the stage. Mineral and Energy Affairs Minister Pik 
Botha was seated next to Mr Mandela. Other prominent 
leaders in attendance included Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu and ANC Secretary General Cyril Ramaphosa. 


Security was tight with both the SA [South Africa] 
National Defence Force [SANDF] and police members 
patrolling inside and outside the stadium. A police 
helicopter circled over the stadium. 


The cortege was expected to leave after Mr Mandela’s 
speech for the Avalon Cemetery. Mr Slovo will be only 
the second white person to be buried in the cemetery 
after veteran anti-apartheid campaigner Helen Joseph. 


After the conclusion of the ceremony a contingent of 
former MK [Umkhonto we Sizwe—Spear of the Nation; 
ANC military wing] soldiers carried Mr Slovo’s coffin to 
a carriage which later began the slow journey to Avalon 
Cemetery. 


A simple wooden coffin, on which was draped the 
national, ANC and SACP flags, was placed on an 
SANDF gun carriage and pulled by a military truck. The 
cortege left the stadium at about 12:30 PM [1030 GMT]. 
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*Pandemonium’ Breaks Out 


MB1501155395 Johannesburg Channel Africa Raaio in 
English 1500 GMT 15 Jan 95 


[F BIS Transcribed Excerpt] Tens of thousands of people 
gathered in Soweto today to attend the funeral of South 
African Housing Minister Joe Slovo, a veteran commu- 
nist antiapartheid campaigner. [passage omitted] 


Towards the end of the funeral, pandemonium broke out 
at the cemetery when a police armored vehicle tried to 
pave a way through the mourners. The police were called 
to assist ANC marshals after about 5,000 ANC and 
South African Communist Party supporters broke 
through rope cordons and pushed their way to within 
about three meters of Mr. Slovo's grave. 


Several siones were lobbed, sending people fleeing in all 
directions. The police and marshals worked feverishly to 
restore order, as appeals for calm by ANC Secretary 
General Cyril Ramaphosa and Deputy Environmental 
Affairs and Tourism Minister Bantu Holomisa went 
unheeded. 


President Mandela, the ANC leadership, and other dig- 
nitaries were unable to get to the burial site because of 
roads blocked by mourners. 


Ramaphosa Calls for Order ‘Unheeded’ 


MB1501164195 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1514 
GMT 15 Jan 95 


[Report by Micel Schnehage] 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Johannesburg Jan 15 
SAPA—Housing Minister Joe Slovo’s internment at the 
Avalon Cemetery in Soweto on Sunday [15 January] was 
marred by unruly behaviour and inadequate security 
arrangements as a massive crowd of mourners broke 
through cordons and shoved their way to within metres 
of the grave. 


Shots were fired and stones were lobbed in the direction 
of the grave as tension grew among the tens of thousands 
of mainly African National Congress and South African 
Communist Party [SACP] supporters. 


In a gun salute honouring Mr Slovo, 18 shotgun rounds 
were fired into the air, but minutes later seven rapid 
shots followed sending sections of the crowd fleeing. A 
policeman on the scene said he had seen one of the 
mourners firing a pistol. 


Several people who collapsed in the intense heat were 
carried to a nearby first aid tent and appeals were made 
to paramedics and doctors in the crowd to assist with 
casualties. 


Several calls for order by the ANC’s Secretary-General 
Cyril Ramaphosa and other ANC leaders went 
unheeded. Mr Ramaphosa later described the crowd’s 
behaviour as unacceptable. 
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President Nelson Mandela did not attend the burial. 
ANC MP Karl Niehaus said Mr Mandela's absence was 
not related to the pandemonium at the cemetery. Fol- 
lowing a morning service at the Orlando Stadium Mr 
Mandela had apparently asked Deputy-President Thabo 
Mbeki to represent the government on his behalf. 


Speaking after the funeral, Mr Niehaus said a number of 
factors were responsible for Sunday's chaos. 


“The problem is that areas allocated for the crowds had 
become wet and muddy and people (standing in puddles) 
were pushing forward.” 


Although Mr Niehaus claimed the number of marshalls 
on the scene was sufficient, he conceded that the crowd 
had exceeded expectations. He commended co- 
Operation between marshalls and the police who worked 
closely together to try to contain the mass of people. Both 
had their hands full throughout the proceedings. but no 
serious incidents were reported. 


The arrival of Mr Slovo's family and friends. cabinet 
ministers and other dignitaries was delayed by more than 
an hour as roads leading to the cemetery were blocked by 
mourners and cars moved through the throng at a snail's 


pace. 


By 3 PM [1300 GMT] most of the guests were seated and 
Mr Slovo’s wife, Helena, his three daughters Shawn, 
Gillian and Robyn had taken their places on a makeshift 
stage. Dignitaries at the internment included Mr Mbeki, 
Mr Ramaphosa, Science, Arts and Culture Deputy Min- 
ister Winnie Mandela and Environmental Affairs and 
Tourism Deputy Minister Bantu Holomisa. [passage 
omitted] 


The crowd left the cemetery slowly amid some chanting 
and waving of home-made weapons. [passage omitted] 


Cabinet, Officials Begin ‘Bush Summit’ on Budget 


MB1601140695 Johannesburg SAPA in English 134] 
GMT 16 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg January 16 
SAPA—Cabinet ministers and senior government offi- 
cials on Monday [16 January] began a two-day brain- 
storming session at an undisclosed venue to finalise the 
1995/96 budget, a spokesman for the Office of the 
President, Joel Netshitenzhe said. 


The “‘bosberaad” [bush summit] was planned late last 
year with the intention of moving the government 
towards “zero-based”’ budgeting over the next five years. 


Cabinet ministers are being asked to justify their depart- 
mental spending needs in terms of Reconstruction and 
Development Programme [RDP] priorities. Pro- 
grammes that do not conform to RDP needs face the axe. 
The budget is due to be presented on march 15. 


Mr Netshitenzhe said it was unlikely that the meeting 
would discuss indemnities granted to former National 
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Party cabinet ministers and about 3,500 policemen 
shortly before the April election. 


It was improbable that a meeting that included Finance 
Department and other state officials would start a dis- 
cussion On matters that are the preserve of the cabinet 
which meets for the first ti.ne in 1995 on Wednesday. 


Mr Netshitenzhe said the meeting would focus on the 
actual delivery of social goods and services which make 
up the RDP. 


Army Chief Turns Over Command to Successor 


MB1301155895 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1412 
GMT 13 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Pretoria Jan 13 SAPA—Good 
progress was being made integrating former Umkhonto 
we Sizwe [Spear of the Nation; ANC military wing] and 
Azanian Peoples’ Liberation Army members into the 
South African Army, retiring Army chief Lt-Gen Hat- 
tingh Pretorius said on Friday. At a parade at Voortrek- 
kerhoogte, Pretoria, he said good communications and 
control were vital in building the new Army. 


He handed command of the Army to Lt-Gen Reg Otto, 
having announced his retirement on December 15 
because of ill health. Gen Otto takes command with 
immediate effect. 


“We have to maintain a very high level of discipline to 
avoid becoming a Third World army. We also have to 
maintain a very high level of morale to ensure we don’t 
lose our highly trained soldiers,” Gen Pretorius said. An 
effective management system had to be instituted to 
ensure resources were correctly allocated and used. 


The Army also had to base its training on high standards 
and norms to ensure that all members worked from a 
common base. “In this regard significant progress has 
been made and the benefits of this approach should soon 
become evident,” he said. Soldiers’ ethics, such as self- 
discipline, would have to be looked at, he said. 


Gen Pretorius retired after serving about 15 months as 
chief of the Army. 


Government Investigates Loan Under Former 
MEC 


MB1201204595 Johannesburg SAPA in English 2022 
GMT 12 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg Jan 12 SAPA— 
The North-West Government on Thursday said it was 
investigating allegations of an irregular R15.5 million 
[rands] loan transaction made by the province's 
Agribank while the bank was under the control of former 
MEC [member of the Executive Council] for Agriculture 
Rockey Malebane-Metsing. 


According to a report by finance weekly FINANSIES EN 
TEGNIEK, Mr Malebane-Metsing allegedly used his 
influence to grant the loan without any securities or 


FBIS-AFR-95-010 
17 January 1995 


guarantees to a Mr Norman Escoffery, who was allegedly 
sought for fraud in the USA. 


The North-West Government said in a statement pre- 
liminary investigations into the allegations “confirmed 
that the channels normally followed in processing appli- 
cations of loans were not followed and thus irregular. 
Despite legal opinion given to senior (Agri)bank officials 
against the granting of this loan, Mr Escoffery’s loan was 
still approved’’. The government said it had appointed a 
high-powered investigating team to urgently probe and 
report its findings. ““The government commits itself to a 
transparent process in which all implicated parties will 
be brought to book.” 


According to the FINANSIES EN TEGNIEK report. Mr 
Escoffery used the money to buy a bankrupt food pro- 
cessing plant called North Hills Farm, situated between 
Pretoria and Johannesburg. The company’s name was 
later changed to Liberty Foods. 


Agribank, founded 15 years ago by the former 
Bophuthatswana Government and private sector inves- 
tors, was managed by a board of directors until last year’s 
April election, where after it fell under the direct control 
of the new North-West Government’s MEC for agricul- 
ture. The bank was supposed to grant loans exclusively to 
farmers in the province. 


According to FINANSIES EN TEGNIEK, Mr Escoffery 
spent substantial amounts of money decorating his com- 
pany’s offices and hosted a party attended by North- 
West and Mozambican VIPs. He reportedly bought a 
house in Pretoria and a luxury German sedan. Some of 
his money apparently came from a R3 million overdraft 
at First National Bank, which Agribank allegedly guar- 
anteed. 


SABC TV News on Thursday reported acting North- 
West Premier Johannes Tselapedi had admitted knowl- 
edge of the irregular grant, but had refused to say 
anything about Mr Malebane-Metsing’s alleged involve- 
ment. 


North-West MEC for Safety and Security Satish Roopa 
said: “Because of the particular sensitivities of these 
investigations we would like to state that until such time 
that the investigations are completed we would like to 
reserve comment on this particular issue”. 


Approached for comment, Mr Malebane-Metsing 
remained tightlipped except to say he would respond to 
the allegations later. 


Former MEC Denies Irregularities 


MB1301195395 Johannesburg SABC TV 1 Network in 
Afrikaans 1800 GMT 13 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Former MEC [Member of the 
Executive Council] for agriculture and environmental 
affairs in North West Province, Rocky Malebane- 
Metsing, denied that he misused his position in order to 
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persuade Agribank to grant a loan of several million 
rands to a U.S. businessman. 


Malebane-Metsing today held talks in Pretoria with 
senior ANC officials on allegations that he personally 
intervened to have the loan approved. 


The financial weekly FINANSIES EN TEGNIEK 
reported earlier this week that the loan of more than 15 
million rands was granted to a Mr. Norman Escoffery, 
who used the money to purchase a food processing plant 
between Johannesburg and Pretoria. The article alleged 
that Mr. Escoffery is wanted for fraud in the United 
States. 


Malebane-Metsing said in an interview with SABC Tele- 
vision that he was informed of the application in 
November 1994, shortly before his dismissal as MEC. 
Although he had asked for more information, he was 
under the impression there were sufficient guarantees to 
cover the loan. 


Meanwhile, a North West Province spokesman 
announced that the alleged involvement of two more 
MEC’s in the controversial loan is being investigated. 
Agribank was established to provide financial assistance 
to farmers. 


Official on Mercenaries in Angola, Lusaka Accord 


MB1201134795 Johannesburg Channel Africa Radio in 
English 1100 GMT 12 Jan 95 


[From the “Channel Africa Report” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] South African Foreign Affairs 
Director General Rusty Evans says he is unaware of 
mercenaries from his country fighting on both sides of 
the Angolan conflict. Mr. Evans was reacting to a claim 
by the Angolan authorities that South Africans were 
fighting alongside government and UNITA [National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola] troops. He 
speaks to Marion Edmunds: 


[Begin recording] [Evans] We are conscious of it—for 
some time been aware of the fact that there are ex-South 
African Defense Force personnel included in the 
Angolan army. The Government of Angola has 
explained to us that these people are there in a security 
capacity, a training capacity etc, but we are very uncom- 
fortable about the fact and have made it clear over a long 
period. We are in fact opposed to the recruitment of 
personnel in South Africa, defense personnel in South 
Africa, for any type of activity in Angola related to the 
conflict in that country. We are specifically unaware of 
any South African involved on the UNITA side. 


[Edmunds] Will this country [words indistinct] at any 
point, do you think? 


[Evans] In terms of the agreement in Lusaka there is a 
requirement on both sides that all foreign personnel 
should be withdrawn, should in fact leave the country, so 
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with the implementation of the Lusaka accord that will 
become an issue. In fact it is already an issue. 


[Edmunds] Right, when is the implementation? 


[Evans] Well, it’s already in the process of ... [changes 
thought] early stages of implementation. What is 
required at this time is the deployment of United 
Nations personnel on the ground, a United Nations 
monitoring force. That process is dependent on hostili- 
ties effectively ending and I think, you know, one hopes 
that the discussions that are taking place between the two 
sides, and there are discussions at military commander 
level, I think, going through this week related specifically 
to that. One would hope that that ceasefire holds—to a 
certain extent it seems to be holding—and that the, you 
know, the peace process as provided for in the Lusaka 
accord could be fully implemented. We would fully 
support that and we are committed to giving whatever 
assistance we can to achieving that objective. [end 
recording} 


Police Arrest 4th Man in Biehl Murder 


MB1301112195 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1033 
GMT 13 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town Jan 13 SAPA—A 
19-year-old man has been arrested in connection with 
the murder of United States exchange student Amy Biehi 
and will appear in court on February 13, police said on 
Friday [13 January]. 


Three men were jailed on October 26 last year for 
stoning and stabbing Miss Biehl to death in Guguletu 
near Cape Town. 


Passing sentence in the Cape Town Supreme Court Mr 
Justice G Friedman said it had been a cold-blooded and 
brutal murder. Miss Biehl, 26, had been killed only 
because she was white. 


Mongezi Manqina, Mzikhona “Easy” Nofemela and 
Vusumzi Ntamo were each sentenced to 18 years’ 
imprisonment. Their supporters chanted ‘one settler, 
one bullet” as they filed out of court. 


Only UK Signs Investment Agreement 


MB1601133695 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in 
English 16 Jan 95 p 3 


[Report by John Dludlu] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Only the UK out of about 20 
countries which had approached SA [South Africa] for 
investment promotion and protection agreements had 
concluded such an agreement, the Trade and Industry 
Department said at the weekend. 


The agreement with the UK was signed last year with 
Prime Minister John Major during his visit to SA. 


The department said a model agreement “acceptable to 
the southern African authorities” had been submitted 
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for scrutiny to the countries that had indicated to SA that 
they wished to enter into such agreements. 


Trade and Industry Minister Trevor Manuel last year 
instructed the department to investigate the feasibility of 
concluding bilateral agreements as part of an ongoing bid 
to create an enhanced investment climate. 


An interdepartmental committee, comprising represen- 
tatives of the Reserve Bank, Finance and Trade and 
Industry Departments, was set up to deal with legal and 
technical aspects and the broader ramifications. 


One of government's underlying concerns about entering 
into such reciprocal arrangements was compatibility 
with the interim constitution and fiscal and monetary 
policy of the country. 


According to government sources, foreign exchange con- 
trols and the dual currency system in SA were among 
concerns raised by foreign governments. 


About 20 countries are known to have approached 
government, informally or formally, in recent months 
with proposals for investment agreements. Discussions 
with Germany for a reciprocal investment protection 
agreement are the latest to get under way. 


South African Press Review for 13 Jan 
MB1301140195 


[Editorial Report] 


THE STAR 


KwaZulu/Natal Struggle for Power—The struggle for 
power in KwaZulu/Natal “thas reached a critical phase” 
with the establishment of the Inkatha Freedom Party 
(IFP)-dominated House of Traditional Leaders and the 
election of the IFP leader, Mangosuthu Buthelezi, as its 
chairman, says a page 12 editorial in Johannesburg THE 
STAR in English on 13 January. “These developments— 
which are fiercely opposed by the ANC and King Good- 
will Zwelithini—mark the return of Buthelezi as a major 
political player in the province.” “In a typically tough 
and shrewd manoeuvre, Buthelezi has reasserted his 
claim to be the supreme traditional leader, a title which 
he lost when Zwelithini’s Royal Council, reportedly 
acting in response to prods from the ANC, dismissed 
him as the monarch’s traditional ‘prime minister’.” 
However, another “important contest” is looming over 
who should pay the leaders: “the central Government, as 
the ANC and Zwelithini insist, or the provincial govern- 
ment, as the IFP demands. It will determine the final 
outcome of the struggle and, with it, the result of pending 
local government elections in KwaZulu/Natal. The old 
adage remains true: he who pays the piper calls the 
tune.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Operation Self-Reliance Vital for RDP Success—The 
national campaign to accelerate reconstruction in the 
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townships, Operation Self-Reliance, “could be vital to 
the success of the whole reconstruction and development 
programme [RDP],” states a page 8 editorial in Johan- 
nesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 13 January. The 
project has been ‘well conceived and correctly focused, 
though detail is still lacking.” “Critical to the success of 
the project are a public acceptance of the legitimacy of 
the new local government structures, and the provision 
of services to a quality level that persuades residents they 
are worth paying for.” The project “cannot be allowed to 
fail.” If people “can be convinced that this is indeed the 
start of the RDP, containing the seeds of upliftment for 
the whole community, the social, psychological and 
economic benefits could be far-reaching.” 


Communities Need To Prepare for Local Elections—A 
second editorial on the same page says local government 
election task group Chairman Van Zyl Slabbert has said 
municipal elections in areas not adequately prepared by 
October “will be postponed.” But BUSINESS DAY 
points out that such a decision “rests with government.” 
Nevertheless, ‘‘a badly flawed election could undermine 
the legitimacy of a newly elected local authority.” “The 
time may come soon when the national government is 
forced into blackmailing unwilling communities— 
threatening to starve them of operational funds or, in the 
case of dissenting traditional leaders, their stipends. It 
will not be pleasant. But, as in April, the country’s 
transition to democracy cannot be held to ransom.” 


NEW NATION 


Public Sector Industrial Relations for 1995 “Bleak’— 
Amrit Manga writes in his “Shop Floor’ column on page 
12 of Johannesburg NEW NATION in English for 13-19 
January that “at best, the ballot being conducted by the 
mainly white Public Servants Association (PSA), as well 
as last week’s South African Health and Public Sector 
Workers’ Union (SAHPSWU) strike, amounts to little 
more than posturing.” SAHPSWU “failed to make a 
noticeable dent in the functioning of critical areas of the 
civil service and drew support from a minuscule section 
of its claimed membership of over 60,000." But the 
strike draws its importance from the challenge that 
similar industrial action poses for the post-apartheid 
government. How government deals with it now “will 
provide important answers to how it intends responding 
to the ultra-left challenge in future.” “It may well be 
argued that only a firm approach by government remains 
an option to deal with the nagging implications of 
intermittent strikes by SAHPSWU members. But given 
the potential for negative publicity that a tough approach 
to strikes in the public service could generate, that may 
not be the route the ANC-led GNU [government of 
national unity] would want to go, especially given the 
ANC’s repeated commitment to the right of workers to 
strike.” Furthermore, SAHPSWU’s “inflexible approach 
to negotiations, backed up by rhetoric rejecting the write 
off of the R700-million [rands] Namibian debts, will not 
take the process anywhere.” “The prognosis for public 
sector industrial relations in 1995 looks bleak.” 
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CAPE TIMES 


Concern About Increasing Number of Illegal Aliens— 
Cape Town CAPE TIMES in English on 11 January in a 
page 6 editorial says the flood of illegal aliens entering 
the country from elsewhere in Africa “shows no signs of 
abating.” ““While there is a feeling in the ANC of moral 
obligation towards neighbour states which gave shelter 
to South African exiles in the apartheid era, and which 
suffered as a result of SA [South Africa]-supported 
destabilisation, there is some hostility developing in the 
work force towards aliens, and particularly among the 
unemployed.” The government would do well to “keep a 
close watch on the situation, keeping the interests cf 
South Africa’s own citizens to the fore.” 


South African Press Review for 14 Jan 
MB1401155795 


{Editorial Report] 


BEELD 


Local Elections Must Go Ahead—“*With the confusion 
of last year’s elections caused partly by the absence of 
voter rolls still fresh in many memories, it is understand- 
aole that voices are being raised calling for the postpone- 
ment of October's local elections.”” notes an editorial on 
page 8 of Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans on 10 
January. ““The argument is that accurate voter rolls and 
careful planning will ensure smooth elections.” Unfortu- 
nately, warns BEELD, the present interim local govern- 
ment arrangements “are far from being legitimate 
governing bodies. The local taxpayers and residents had 
virtually no say in their creation. That is why postponing 
these elections should only be considered as a last resort, 
and preferably not at all.” 


Implications of Zulu Power Struggle—‘‘The rumblings 
in KwaZulu/Natal over the election of Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi as chairman of the executive committee of the 
House of Traditional Leaders is a worrying omen,” says 
an editorial on page 8 of Johannesburg BEELD in 
Afrikaans on 11 January. “The split in the Zulu nation is 
being broadened by this strengthening of Buthelezi’s 
power base among the chiefs, his traditional supporters, 
particularly in the rural areas. The ANC considers this 
new political platform to be unconstitutional and is 
fighting it in the Supreme Court. The Zulu king also 
rejects it. This, and the parochial manner in which 
Buthelezi intends to use his power base, has implications 
for the whole country in this year’s local elections.” The 
situation “will have to be watched carefully. It is going to 
take a fine balancing act to prevent chaos from erupt- 
ing.” 

Police Chiefs Retirement ‘Provides Opportunity’ — 
“Chief of Police General Johan van der Merwe’s retire- 
ment will provide the government with a new 
opportunity, but using that opportunity will not be easy” 
says an editorial on page 12 of Johannesburg BEELD in 
Afrikaans on |2 January. It was under Van der Merwe’s 
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leadership, BEELD states, that the police loyally 
accepted “almost revolutionary political change” and a 
new government. According to the editorial, the gen- 
eral’s retirement will create the opportunity for the 
government to start at the top and appoint a new 
commissioner “without baggage from the past,” which 
will generate trust among the people. “Finding someone 
like that, someone who at the same time also possesses 
the necessary experience and skills .o lead the police 
service in relatively difficult circumstances, will not be 
easy. A possible solution is to give priority to the 
credibility of the new police chief and give him experi- 
enced and skilled deputies to provide support.” 


Country Urged To Take Lead in Development—A 
second editorial on the same page of BEELD says: “A 
recent report by the World Bank states that eight of the 
world’s poorest countries are in Africa. It is disturbing 
that, according to the report, Mozambique, a neighbor of 
South Africa, is the poorest of all. Things are not much 
better in Madagascar, Malawi, and Zambia, also in 
South Africa’s geographic sphere of influence.” The 
editorial says that this has enormous implications for 
South Africa, “but losing hope and running away from it 
all is not the solution. Africa, with South Africa in the 
vanguard, will simply have to put its shoulder to the 
grindstone and get its people moving. Unless a signifi- 
cant number of African leaders and their people realize 
this, the continent will remain terminally ill.” 


WEEKEND STAR 


*Good Start’ for New Education System—This week’s 
“good start” to the new mixed-race education system is 
good news, states a page-8 editorial in Johannesburg 
WEEKEND STAR in English on 14-15 January, but 
“the job of creating decent education for all cannot be 
completed in a day.” “South Africa is still faced with 
classroom overcrowding and an uneven distribution of 
both teachers and facilities.” The government will also 
have to deal with policy issues, such as “underutilised 
schools, age difference, language and fees. Free educa- 
tion is a nobie sentiment. But somebody always has to 
pay. Is it to be the taxpayer—again?” The editorial also 
commends the Congress of South African Students for 
its efforts “to improve the culture of learning and 
teaching—sadly undermined by all parties since the 
1976 Soweto uprising.”’ Establishing a balanced educa- 
tion system will take time, the editorial cautions. “Even 
a country like the United States—30 years after the start 
of its civil rights era—is still fighting an education 
battle.” 


South African Press Review for 15 Jan 
MB1501190595 
[Editorial Report] 

RAPPORT 


NP Congress of ‘Cardinal Importance’-—The National 
Party, NP, federal congress, which opens in Kempton 
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Park on 19 January “will be of cardinal importance for 
the party,” writes columnist Freek Swart in an article on 
page 15 of Johannesburg RAPPORT in Afrikaans on 15 
January. “It will be the first opportunity since the April 
elections for party supporters to seek answers to the 
questions that worry them—and there are many.” 
Among the issues. Swart says, are that “ordinary people 
no longer know exactly what the NP stands for,” that NP 
leader F.W. de Klerk “has surrounded himself with 
yes-men,” and that “the NP’s negotiators sold out their 
followers.” “Party parliamentarians want ammunition 
to use in the debates that lie ahead; fellow leaders want 
solidarity, trust, and mutual militancy; young people 
want idealism and role models for their future. Above 
all, what the people need are ideas to fight for.” Swart 
contends that “all eyes will be on Deputy President De 
Klerk, who will be expected to awaken enthusiasm for 
the party and set the tone for the congress—not only 
through his own interpretation of the party's existing 
policy, but with a vision of the NP’s role in the days 
ahead.” 


Threat of Victimization Causing Concern—An editorial 
on page | 4 of the same issue of RAPPORT notes that the 
question of Afrikaans schools and the granting of indem- 
nity have drawn a “threatening attitude” from ANC 
spokespersons. “They are emotionally opposed to 
indemnity for key figures and officials from the former 
dispensation. The-e is a hysteria building within ANC 
circles, which, if it is not the victimization against which 
the Constitution warns, is dangerously close to it.” 
According to RAPPORT, “it will benefit the ANC 
government to think carefully about the issue of indem- 
nity. The same applies to the matter of Afrikaans in 
schools.’ The editonal states RAPPORT’s support for 
Deputy President F.W. de Klerk’s promise to ensure that 
the guarantees that the National Party was given on 
education are honored. “Nothing and no one may 
become victims, not because of so-called crimes of the 
past. not because of the Afrikaans language or the 
payment of school fees. Especially not when ANC 
leaders. with their bombs. necklaces, and what not, get 
off scot-free.” Any punitive action is victimization, the 
editorial states, and “where the constitution may be 
vague On some issues, it warns against victimization in 
no uncertain terms.” 


SUNDAY TIMES 


The revelation of the “surreptitious” indemnities 
granted to Police Chief General Johan van der Merwe, 
former Law and Order Minister Adriaan Vlok, and 3,500 
other police officers and politicians in the final days of 
the National Party government last April is a “shocking 
discovery,” states the page-16 editorial in Johannesburg 
SUNDAY TIMES in English on 15 January. The 
manner in which the indemnities were granted by the De 
Klerk government, without public announcement or 
disclosure of the crimes involved, damages the credi- 
bility of the process and the judiciary in the eyes of the 
public, according to the editorial. “The whole issue 
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needs to be carefully handled. Indemnities already 
granted cannot be withdrawn, nor should the country 
embark on a witch-hunt.””. The SUNDAY TIMES states 
that the truth commission is the obvious instrument to 
restore credibility to the process. The truth commission 
“should be given the powers to review all indemnities, 
and to make known its findings. At the very least. we 
must know what crimes committed by Mr. Vlok and his 
generals required them to be indemnified against prose- 
cution.” 


South African Press Review for 16 Jan 
MB1601121395 


[Editorial Report} 


THE STAR 


Indemnity Criticised—The granting of indemnity to 
cabinet ministers and thousands of police officers is 
criticised in Johannesburg THE STAR in English in its 
16 January editorial on page 12: *‘We don't believe that 
not one of these has blood on his hands, we cannot 
accept that men who make half-confessions should be 
granted indemnity and we reject the confidential deal 
between one of the drivers of apartheid and his col- 
leagues and policemen who kept him and his govern- 
ment in power.” Most of those granted amnesty are 
“footsoldiers of apartheid’ who were “ ‘just obeving 
orders,” but the top officials encouraged or at least 
condoned “security force lawlessness.” The editorial 
concludes: “‘And they cannot escape ultimate responsi- 
bility, whether through acts of omission or commission, 
for these crimes. The country needs and wants reconcil- 
iation, not retribution, but forgiveness can come about 
only through full and public disclosure, not through 
secret and untested documents drawn up by the accused 
themselves.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Health Care Plan Necessary—Calling good health care a 
“long-term key” to economic growth and development, 
Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English, in its page 6 
editorial on 16 January, says: ““While taxpayers may be 
inclined to whine at the thought of more taxes. a dedi- 
cated health tax such as that recommended by the 
so-called Deeble plan—a national health insurance fund 
to be financed by a 3 percent payroll tax—is probably 
easier to sell to them than anything else.” The poor need 
better health care, says the editorial, “and the better off 
will have to subsidise it.” But more options must be 
reviewed “before introducing a system whose effects 
may harm rather than cure our society's ills.” 


Dealing With "Bad Faith'—*The issue of past indemni- 
ties for crimes of the apartheid era will have to be settled 
before new indemnities can be considered.” says another 
editorial in the same issue on the same page. “Those 
indemnities may or may not stand, but allegations of bad 
faith must be dealt with before the new [truth and 
reconciliation] commission starts its work.” 
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SOWETAN 


ANC ‘Retreat’ "Regrettable-—Opponents of a thorough 
probe of apartheid-era crimes—the National Party, 
senior police officials, and the Inkatha Freedom Party— 
“all have something to hide,” according to the 16 Jan- 
uary editorial in Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 
16 January. “It is regrettable that the African National 
Congress is succumbing to pressure to soften its stance 
on the truth and reconciliation commission” and only 
name and prosecute “gross human nghts violators,” the 
editorial adds. ““The ANC must be wary of compromises 
that could, in the long term, make the building of the 
‘rainbow’ nation more difficult.” 


South African Press Review for 17 Jan 
MB1701134695 


{Editorial Report] 
THE STAR 


CP Participation in Local Elections Welcome—“‘It is a 
moot point whether the Conservative Party [CP] is still 
any kind of force in South African politics” but Johan- 
nesburg THE STAR in English on 17 January in a page 
12 editorial welcomes the CP’s decision to participate in 
1995’s local government elections. CP leader Ferdi 
Hartzenberg “believes his party is creating the opportu- 
nity to heal the breach in Afrikaner ranks. The carrot is 
seen to be the ideal of self-determination, but this has 
lost currency.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Reconciliation Bill—The National Unity and Reconcil- 
iation Bill has a noble aim: “promoting reconciliation 
through telling the nation what was done by both sides. 
by providing financial and other assistance to those who 
were wronged, and by prosecuting the worst offenders,” 
says a page 10 editorial in Johannesburg BUSINESS 
DAY in English on 17 January. “Difficult as it is to 
accept that torturers and murderers should go free, the 
ANC may have to choose between prosecution and the 
other objectives of reconciliation through knowledge 
and, where possible, restitution.” “Finally, the new 
administration should ensure that those so hastily 
absolved from prosecution are not absolved from 
describing what they did, to whom, and on whose 
orders.” 


SOWETAN 


Indemnity—“Hard decisions must be made at the Cab- 
inet meeting to look into things such as the clandestine 
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indemnity of 3,500 policemen, high-ranking officers and 
ministers,’ says Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 
17 January in a page 10 editorial. The government of 
national unity “must not have its hands tied by having to 
agree to unilateral decisions taken by politicians. These 
clumsy actions give all the other G vernment acts a 
dubiousness we cannot afford. It seems plain that people 
who have blood dripping from their hands are being 
protected even before the Truth and Reconc. ‘\ation 
Commission gets on its feet.” 


THE CITIZEN 


Indemnity "Witchhunt(—Johannesburg THE CITIZEN 
in English on 16 January in its page 6 editorial com- 
ments on the indemnity “controversy” where indemnity 
was reportedly granted unilaterally to 3,500 policemen. 
THE CITIZEN expects “more ministers will be dragged 
into the controversy and, judging from what ANC sec- 
retary-general Cyril Ramaphosa said. Mr de Klerk him- 
self will be called upon to confess the ‘clandestine’ 
activities he and his government engaged in before the 
elections. Thus, the witchhunt will reach to the very top. 
And, to make things worse, the dubious Truth Commis- 
sion has still to come into being, and many people will be 
required to confess their sins to it to gain indemnity.” 


CITY PRESS 


Politicians’ Wrongdoings Send Out Incorrect Signals— 
“Every day we are bombarded with allegations of wrong- 
doing by this or that politician,” notes a page 14 editorial 
in Johannesburg CITY PRESS in English on 15 January. 
“There is the Boesak affair which is becoming more 
messy by the day. Add to this sad state of affairs the 
Rocky Malebane-Metsing saga in which the North-West 
Province politician is alleged to have had a hand in a 
shady financial deal. Hot on his heels is Defence Min- 
ister Joe Modise who, according to reports. wants to buy 
the Navy four gunboats at a price of roughly R2.5 billion 
[rands]. This military hardware will cost as much as the 
entire RDP [Reconstruction and Development Pro- 
gram]. Looking at all this, are those among us who are 
hawk-eyed wrong to conclude that there is a lot of funny 
business going on that we don’t know about?” All this 
“alleged government wrongdoing is sending out incor- 
rect signals to our people. It will be a while before we 
forget our politicans’ undignified haste to jump aboard 
the new South Africa gravy train.” 
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Angola 


Beye on Armed ‘Incidents’, Resolving Distrust 
BR1301140595 Lisbon DIARIO DE NOTICIAS in 
Portuguese 11 Jan 95 pp 2-3 


{Interview with UN Representative to Angola Alioune 
Beye by Eduardo Mascarenhas in Lisbon; date not given: 
“Angola is not Bosnia”’} 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [passage omitted] [Mas- 
carenhas}] Do you think that the armed conflicts in 
Angola will end after the meeting between Jose Eduardo 
dos Santos and Jonas Savimbi? 


[Beye] I would like to tackle the problem from another 
perspective. Is there or is there not a more serious 
situation in Bosnia than in Angola, despite everybody 
saying that “‘normality” is returning there? 


[Mascarenhas] But in Bosnia we now have Bihac. 


[Beye] Exactly. This is why I have trouble understanding 
why it is that when people refer to that script they say 
that the situation is evolving, yet they talk about the 
small conflicts in Angola as if they are a catastrophe. 
Now, compare the situation prevailing in Angola in late 
October, or even one year before, when a thousand 
people were dying every day, to the current situation. 
Nobody remembers, and the difference is now compa- 
rable to the difference between day and night. Progress is 
being made in Angola. 


[Mascarenhas] Okay, the scripts are not comparable, but 
there is still local fighting. Why? 


[Beye] There is no fighting, but there are “incidents” for 
three reasons, in my opinion: The country is very big; the 
fighting has been going on for 20 years, which is a long 
time; and the war was waged not by groups, but by real 
armed forces. For three weeks now there have been no 
reports of fighting, but there have been minor incidents, 
mainly around Huambo and Uije, for reasons you will 
understand. The situation began to be consolidated with 
the arrival of the first military observers. it will be 
consolidated further after the meeting of chiefs of staff 
responsible for the government and UNITA [National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola] forces. 


[Mascarenhas] In your opinion, are these “incidents” 
occurring because Jose Eduardo dos Santos and Jonas 
Savimbi are not in total control of their troops? 


[Beye] No. The government, and you are well aware of 
this, is a solid government and UNITA is a well orga- 
nized movement. They have leaders. The leaders are 
there. They are respected, and they have control over 
events. What is happening is that there are no incidents 
which could become a starting point for war, but inci- 
dents which the military consider “inevitable” within a 
framework of development. It is necessary to disarm and 
allot quarters to the armed forces of both sides, some- 
thing which is not easy to do in a country like Angola, 
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despite the fact that there are already many military 
observers there. It is the military factor that is being 
questioned, not the political factor. 


{Mascarenhas} The UN Blue Helmets will not begin 
arriving in Angola until March. Until ther... 


[Beye] I have to interrupt because | disagree with that 
statement. There have been UN elements in Angola 
since 19 December. 


[Mascarenhas] Yes, but they are just military \ bservers. 
There is no peacekeeping force there yet. 


[Beye] That is what was provided for in the Lusaka 
protocol for this phase. The time, or phase, has not yet 
come to establish a peacekeeping force on the ground. 


[Mascarenhas] In your opinion do you think the man- 
power planned for this interposition force, some 6.000 
men, is enough? 


[Beye] Of course, I would like there to be more. How- 
ever, modern armed forces have resources able to over- 
come deficiencies caused by a lack of manpower, or even 
reduce them. The same is happening in other areas. I just 
visited the Mascarenhas facilities, and | can say that your 
director needs fewer “troops” than computers. The 
armed forces are engaged in the same technologica! 
evolution. [passage omitted] 


[Mascarenhas] Are the Angolan Government and 
UNITA also going to contribute? 


[Beye] I think it is easy and logical to say that Angola is 
a rich country. For this reason, the Angolans themselves 
should pay the price in their country. However, this 
assumption is not realistic. One or the other: Angola 
does not need support from the international community 
to resolve its domestic problem, and then foreigners 
would not have any role there at all, or Angola. and this 
is what I requested, needs support from the international 
community, for which aid must be taken to its ultimate 
logical conclusion. 


[Mascarenhas] Do you sincerely believe, after everything 
that has happened, that it will be possible to put together 
a new, single Army in Angola having national character- 
istics? 


[Beye] I do. That was first decided in Bicesse and 
confirmed in Lusaka. There is no other solution. There is 
no alternative. This new Army must reflect Angolan 
society. 


[Mascarenhas] Many years ago there was no doubt about 
the motives behind the presence of the Soviet Union in 
the troika with Portugal and the United States. Things 
have changed in Eastern Europe and Russia has taken 
the USSR’s place in the troika. Why? What was Mos- 
cow’s role in Lusaka? 


[Beye] The same as in Bicesse. Moscow participated 
positively in the work done by the troika and madc its 
contribution. 
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[Mascarenhas] Does Russia still have strong influence in 
Luanda? 


[Beye] The context is different. The Berlin Wall fell 
between 1991 and 1994. The Cold War ended, but this 
led to many local conflicts, including in Angola. Russia’s 
influence in Luanda conforms to the current context and 
the situation. 


“The Problem of Distrust” 


[Mascarenhas] You have often mentioned the need for a 
meeting between Jose Eduardo dos Santos and Jonas 
Savimbi to be carefully prepared. What are you hoping 
for? A political commitment that is stronger than the 
Lusaka protocol? 


[Beye] I am hoping for the definitive consolidation of the 
process. I am also hoping for a rise in confidence and a 
drop in distrust. | am hoping for this because the 
Angolan matter is centered totally on the problem of 
distrust. 


[Mascarenhas] Will Savimbi’s status also be cleared up? 


[Beye] Yes. Conscientiously, both parties decided that 
the role of Jonas Savimbi within the framework of 
national reconciliation will be determined at this 
meeting. All that remains is to define Savimbi’s personal 
role, because UNITA’s role in the conducting of the 
affairs of state is already established. 


[Mascarenhas] Do you feel that consideration should be 
given to the possibility of Jonas Savimbi taking the post 
of vice president until the elections? 


{Beye] Caution is required so that we do not put the cart 
before the horse. Since it has been decided that they will 
both talk face to face, we must give them space and 
freedom to decide freely and responsibly. “et us not 
begin to put forward scripts that are likely 1) engender 
debate and controversy. 


[Mascarenhas] A little while ago you talked of the 
problem of distrust. In Luanda, as you are certainly well 
aware of, there are those who say that reconciliation is 
not possible with “this” UNITA, and that it is necessary 
to have “another” UNITA in the opposition. Do you 
share this opinion? 


[Beye] You will forgive me if I do not become embroiled 
in Angolan internal affairs. 


UNITA Wants Portugal To Quit Commission 


LD1601104095 Lisbon Radio Renascenca in Portuguese 
to Europe 0900 GMT 16 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] UNITA [National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola] is repeating its position 
on Portugal. Jonas Savimbi’s movement is asking again 
for the Lisbon government to leave the Joint Political 
and Military Commission [CCPM]. This is all because of 
the presence in Lisbon of the Angolan deputy defense 
minister [Pedro Sebastiao]. According to UNITA, this 
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resumption of cc tacts between Lisbon and Luanda is 
unacceptable. Anabela Gois spoke this murning to Brig- 
adier Urbano Chassanho, one of the UNITA represen- 
tatives at the CCPM in Luanda: 


[Begin recording] [Chassanha] We are reiterating our 
position. We had asked for a clarification by the Portu- 
guese Government concerning the OGMA [Genrai Aero- 
nautical Workshops] dossier. We asked for an 
explanation. We are now witnessing a visit by Pedro 
Sebastiao, who is saying that he is discvssing military 
cooperation with Portugal. Therefore, we believe this is 
causing difficulties for the peace process. 


{Gois}] When will a Huambo UNITA delegation come to 
Lisbon for talks with the Portuguese Government? 


[Chassanho} It vill not come after all. 

[Gois] Has it been confirmed that it will not come? 
[Chassanho] They will not come. 

[Gois| Why? 

{Chassanho] For obvious reasons. 


[Gois} But that would be an opportunity for you to get an 
explanation from the Portuguese Government. 


[Chassanho] Portugal could give an explanation at the 
Joint Commission. It would be easier. 


[Gois] Have you asked Ambassador Rocha Paris to give 
such an explanation? 


[Chassanho] He is away. Someone is replacing him at the 
moment, but we have handed the Joint Commission a 
request. [end recording] 


Joint Commission Discusses Military Incidents 


MB1601204995 Luanda TPA Television Network in 
Portuguese 1930 GMi 16 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The Joint Commission has 
been meeting in Luanda since this afternoon. The mili- 
tary situation appears to be worrisome in view of a 
number of serious incidents that have taken place. An 
aircraft was hit in Kafunfo on 15 January, and in Bocoio, 
Benguela Province, the government accused the 
National Union for the Total Independence of Angola 
{UNITA] of renewed provocations. [passage omitted] 


A military source said the worst incident occurred in 
(Ngonge), where more than 40 people have reportedly 
been killed in an ambush mounted by UNITA forces 
against two civilian vehicles. The number of wounded is 
not known. 


Meanwhile, Alioune Blondin Beye, UN special represen- 
tative in Angola, spoke to reporters at the end of the 
Joint Commission session: 


[Begin Beye recording, in French fading into Portuguese 
translation] The agenda of today’s Joint Commission 
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session had only one item—namely, the assessment of 
the situation in Angola. The government delegation, 
which called for the meeting, raised two issues. I should, 
however, point out that the assess.°-at of the situation 
that we made on 13 January remains valid [words 
indistinct]. There have been serious incidents over the 
weekend in Bocoio, (Ngonge), Kafunfo. and Leua. | 
apologize for the way I have pronounced these names. 


The government raised two issues. First, the statements 
made by UNITA officials to the media over the past few 
weeks. The government delegation stressed its pessi- 
mism about the Lusaka process [words indistinct] cause 
for concern. The situation was, however, eased by the 
Chipipa meeting, the letter President Santos addressed 
to Dr. Savimbi., as well as my scheduled visit to Bailundo 
on 18 January. Likewise, we have decided to hold a Joint 
Commission session in Huambo. So, the governm <n: 
delegation felt it was important to take into consider- 
ation UNITA’s statements and assess them within the 
context of the whole process. The government delegation 
gave an account of the incidents to which I have just 
referred. 


The UNITA delegation briefed the session about the 
incidents, although it did not have all the details. [end 
recording} 


Santos Adjourns Meeting 


MB1701064195 Luanda TPA Tclevision Network in 
Portuguese 1930 GMT 16 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] President Jose Eduardo dos 
Santos received Alioune Blondin Beye at the Futungo de 
Belas today. President Santos welcomed the Chipipa 
meeting. but Beye and the Joint Commission are worried 
about a number of military incidents that have taken 
place. The Joint Commission meeting that was sched- 
uled to take place at President Santos’ residence on 16 
January has been adjourned. [passage omitted] 


{Begin Beye recording in French fading into Portuguese] 
We assessed the political, military, and humanitarian 
situation. I gave an account of the Joint Commission's 
activities since its formation. | informed President 
Santos about the Joint Commission's plans for 1995. 


President Santos was pleased with the Chipipa meeting. 
We are. however. worried about the latest military 
reports. We will deal with the situation at once. The head 
of state reiterated the government's desire to resolve the 
Angolan dispute by political means. We have. however, 
to control the recent events in order to uphold the spirit 
of the Chipipa meeting. President Santos was also 
pleased with the solution that has been found to a 
number of political problems. 


On behalf of the UN secretary general, I stated our 
satisfaction with the fact that President Santos has sent a 
letter to Dr. Savimbi. President Santos was also pleased 
with the Joint Commission's decision to hold a meeting 
in Huambo. Like I said, the meeting will take place on 19 
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January. President Santos was also pleased with my 
decision to meet Dr. Savimbi on 18 January. He even 
sent a verbal message to the UNITA president, which I 
will convey. [end recording] 


Samakuva Delivers Santos Letter to Savimbi 


MB1701070695 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 0600 GMT 17 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Dr. Jonas Malheiro Savimbi, 
National Union for the Total Independence of Angola 
[UNITAI president, has received a written message from 
President Jose Eduardo dos Santos on 15 January. The 
message was delivered to Dr. Jonas Malheiro Savimbi by 
Ambassador Isaias Samakuva, head of the UNITA team 
to the Joint Commission, during a short visit to the city 
of Bailundo on 15 January. 


Approached by Voice of Resistance of the Black Cock- 
erel correspondents in Huambo Province, Ambassador 
Isaias Samakuva preferred not to disciose anything to the 
media in connection with the content of President Jose 
Eduardo dos Santos’ letter. 


Mozambique 


Dhiakama Plans To Relocate to Central Region 


MB1I601192495 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1730 GMT 16 Jan 95 


[Interview with Renamo leader Afonso Dhlakama by 
correspondent Luis Bernardo Cuna in Maputo on 16 
January—passages within quotation marks recorded] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Although no dates have yet been 
set, Afonso Dhlakama, leader of the Mozambique 
National Resistance [Renamo], 1s getting ready to scttle 
in the city of Quelimane. He said a few days ago that it 
is becoming difficult for him to lead his party from 
Maputo. 


{[Dhlakama] “It is not a political matter. It 1s a logistical 
problem. I will have to spend a few days in Quelimane to 
contact our members, particularly those from the 
northern region—Cabo Delgado, Nampula, and Niassa. 
It is easier to be in touch with them from the central 
region. Likewise, party officials in the southern region 
will find it easier to meet in central Mozambique. This is 
not a definitive move, but designed to facilitate our 
activities.” 


[Cuna] “Mr. Afonso Dhlakama, suppose an organization 
or a country decides to assist Renamo logistically. Will 
that make you change your mind?” 


{[Dhlakama] “Of course. If a country, or even the 
Mozambique Liberation Front, tells me today that they 
have computers for us, will refuel our vehicles, and will 
pa‘ airfare for our members to travel from the northern 
and central provinces to Maputo, I will welcome that. As 
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marty ieader, I cannot stay in my office all the time. | 
need to be in touch with the people.” 


Afonso Dhlakama gave assurances that he is not a 
warmonger and does not intend to return to the bush. He 
noted that claims in that regard are unfounded. 


{[Dhlakama] “I have seen leaders of various political 
Parties assess the situation incorrectly. Nobody intends 
to wage war. It is not even necessary to wage war from 
central Mozambique. If we intended to wage war, we 
would have done it from here. Nobody is interested in 
war. \Vhat we are facing is a logistical problem, and so, as 
leader, I need to be in touch with my supporters, 
officials, and assistants.” 


{Cuna] “I know the Renamo Nationa! Council will meet 
in February. Will the meeting take place in Quelimane or 
in another part of the country?” 


{[Dhlakama] ““Well, we are studying the situation, but the 
problem is the same. I would like the conference to take 
place in Maputo, but that involves buying airline tickets 
for people from northern and central Mozambique. If we 
were based in central Mozambique, we would reduce 
that expenditure by half.” 


Dhlakama said he will tour all of the provinces after the 
National Council meeting to thank the people for their 


support. 
{Dhlakama] “I might go on an European tour in March.” 


[Cuna] “Could you give us any details?” 


{Dhlakama] “I could mention Germany.” 
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Ports Handled 6.7 Million Tonnes in 1994 


MB1001150595 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1030 GMT 10 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] It is estimated that 6.7 million 
tonnes of cargo were handled by Mozambique’s ports in 
1994. This represents a 10 percent increase compared 
with 1993. Of this amount, 3.7 million tonnes of cargo 
were goods belonging to neighboring countries. It also 
was estimated that goods carried by rail reached 3 
million tonnes, about the same as 1994. The cargo in 
transit by rail from neighboring countries was estimated 
at 2.2 tonnes. Zimbabwe was first, followed by South 
Africa, Swaziland, Malawi, and Zambia. This was 
reported to our news desk this mc ning by a general 
management source at the Mozambique Ports and Rail- 
road Company. 


Government Raises Money From Privatizations 


MB1101185695 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1730 GMT 11 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Mozambique Information 
Agency reports that between the end of 1991 and the end 
of 1994, the Mozambican state raised about 24 billion 
meticals from the privatization of 301 medium and 
small enterprises. A Finance Ministry source said many 
of these enterprises were sold to Mozambican busi- 
nessmen. The same source said that due to nancial 
difficulties, some of the businessmen have been making 
their payments in installments. 


This report may contain copyrighted maiciial. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


24 WEST AFRICA 


Liberia 


Breakdown of Peace Talks in Ghana Viewed 


AB1301140795 London BBC World Service in English 
0600 GMT 13 Jan 95 


[From the “Network Africa’? program—hosted by 
Ofeibea Quist- Arcton ] 


'FBIS Transcribed Text] Rival Liberian delegates have 
packed their bags in Accra heading back for home but 
their luggage does not include that illusive agreement on 
the composition of the Transitional Ruling Council. 
That was the whole point of the talks in Ghana which 
have been adjourned pending further discussions in 
Liberia. The negotiations came unstuck over the fifth 
and final member of the council, the would-be joint 
representative of the Armed Forces of Liberia [AFL] and 
the Coalition Forces. So the week has come and gone 
without the planned swearing-in of the new Liberian 
leadership. Ben Ephson sent this assessment from Accra: 


[Begin Ephson recording] The birth of Liberia’s Council 
of State has temporarily been aborted to enable the 
feuding parties to continue their discussions in Mon- 
rovia. Soon after President Rawlings’ adjournment was 
announced, Mr. Charles Taylor of the NPFL [National 
Patriotic Front of Liberia] called a press conference. He 
expressed his anger that some Liberian delegates had 
allegedly been influenced by the Nigerian Government 
to insist that the commander in chief of the Armed 
Forces of Liberia, General Hezekiah Bowen, not be 
allowed to sit on the Council of State. Mr. Taylor, who 
for some years now had not been able to go to Monrovia, 
then declared, and I quote, if going to Monrovia will 
bring peace, I will be in Monrovia by Sunday [15 
January]. 


In an interview later, the special adviser to President 
Rawlings on security affairs, Captain Retired Kojo 
Tsikata, denied the assertion by the NPFL, AFL, and 
Ulimo-J [United Liberation Movement for Democracy 
in Liberia-Johnson] that Nigeria had insisted that Gen. 
Bowen not be considered for the membership of the 
Council of State. He said, and I quote: Those allegations 
are unfounded. The next week or two might be very 
crucial for Liberia. This long-term peace 1s like a prema- 
ture baby in the emergency ward and its survival would 
depend on the tolerance of the Liberian people. [end 
recording] 


Yes, so near yet so far. Four of the five seats on the 
council have been agreed: one for NPFL leader Charles 
Taylor, one for Alhaji Koromah of Ulimo, one for 
traditional Chief Tamba Taylor, and one for civilian 
representative Oscar Quiah. For whatever reason, the 
appointment or not of Gen. Hezekiah Bowen of the 
Armed Forces of Liberia to the council seems to be the 
major obstacle in the peace process. We asked Gen. 
Bowen whether for the sake of peace he would be 
prepared to stand down: 
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[Begin Bowen recording] Well, I can’t just tell you 
directly that I will step down because, as you know, I was 
mandated by the Armed Forces of Liberia to represent 
their interests here and so I came with four officers to 
make sure that we will go through the electoral college, 
but because of the failure of the coalition, I have to go 
back and report to my colleagues. Look, the people there 
are saying, the facilitators are saying that we should 
consult among ourselves so I am going back for advice 
for that matter. [end recording] 


Well, Ghana, the current chairman of the Economic 
Community of West African States [ECOWAS] has been 
hosting the Liberian negotiations in Accra. On the line I 
asked the Ghanaian deputy foreign minister, Dr. 
Mohamed Ibn Chambas, why the talks had broken 
down: 


[Begin recording] [Chambas] | would not say broken 
down. We have run into a little snag, a little difficulty, 
and I believe that we need to give the parties a little more 
time to consult among themselves and consider very 
seriously the implications of a breakdown and I am 
certain that we will be able to get it going again perhaps 
after a few more days of careful thinking on the part of all 
the parties. 


{Quist-Arcton] So they are all heading back to Monrovia. 
But from the reports that we have heard, we have been 
told by different factions—Charles Taylor's faction, the 
Armed Forces of Liberia, and even Ulimo—that it looks 
like Nigeria’s hand is in this and that it is Nigeria that 
doesn’t want to see Gen. Bowen as the representative for 
the Coalition Forces and the AFL. 


[Chambas] I don’t think it would help the process if we 
started, you know, pointing accusing fingers at countries 
or individuals for that matter. There are very serious 
issues at stake and as a subregion we have been working 
very hard to help our Liberian brothers and sisters get 
their country back on course and I believe that every- 
body who has been involved in this has done so, really 
committed to bringing about peace and stability in 
Liberia. 


[Quist-Arcton] But Dr. Chambas, what appears to be the 
real problem? Why is there this deadlock over the last 
member of the Transitional Council? 


[Chambas] The difference now is between the AFL and 
the coalition. It came down to two individuals and a 
suggestion has been made that perhaps, to break that 
deadlock, if the two individuals would step aside, per- 
haps a neutral or perhaps somebody more acceptable to 
the AFL on one hand and the coalition on the other 
could be found. 


[Quist-Arcton] Isn’t it better to continue in Accra and 
thrash out the problem? What is the point of going back 
to Liberia to talk again and then to go back to Accra and 
perhaps not come to any final conclusion? 
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[Chambas] Well, you know, in a negotiating process it 
gets to a point where it is probably.... [pauses] it is 
fruitless to continue and you need to give people a 
respite. Let them get away for a while and then, maybe, 
when they have reflected deeper and (?reported) back 
again there is just a better chance than sitting back and 
having each other repeat themselves, and quite frankly, 
that is the point where we reached. [end recording] 


Spontaneous’ Protest Erupts Over Talks Failure 


ECOMOG Tries To Restore Order 
AB1401132495 Paris AFP in English 1220 GMT 14 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Monrovia, Jan 14 (AFP)}— 
Members of the African peacekeeping force ECOMOG 
fired warning shots in the centre of Monrovia around 1 1 
a.m. Saturday [14 January] in a bid to disperse crowds 
after a spontaneous demonstration by thousands of 
youths turned violent. 


AFP correspondents saw two cars blazing furiously near 
offices of the Liberia Broadcasting System in the centre 
of the city. 


Witnesses said the crowd falsely believed one of the cars 
belonged to Lofa Defense Force (LDF) leader Francois 
Massaquoi, one of the parties to last week’s suspended 
Accra peace talks. 


A truck carrying peacekeepers arrived on the scene and 
cordoned off an area near the burning cars as hundreds 
of bystanders looked on. 


At 11.40 a.m. a crowd of men were seen jogging through 
the city centre chanting “Johnson” and were believed to 
be looking for Roosevelt Johnson, the leader of the 
Krahn faction of the United Liberation Movement 
(Ulimo). 


According to reports from the Sinkor suburb, five kilo- 
metres (three miles) north of the city centre, offices 
belonging to political movement the United People’s 
Party (UPP) were also set on fire during the morning. 


Businesses closed Saturday morning after thousands of 
youths jogged through the streets militia-style chanting 
““No more war, we want peace”’ in an apparently totally 
spontaneous demonstration. 


Earlier in the morning another demonstration coming 
from the outer Monrovia suburb of Paynesville was 
turned back by ECOMOG soldiers about three kilome- 
tres (a mile and a half) from the city centre. Last month 
over 50 civilians were killed in the Cowfield district of 
Paynesville by as yet unidentified militiamen. 


On Friday evening delegates returning from the Ghana 
talks were greeted by an angry crowd at Monrovia’s 
James Spriggs Payne airfield estimated at 5,000 by an 
AFP correspondent at the scene. 
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The talks broke down after the Armed Forces of Liberia 
(AFL) and the so-called coalition forces failed to agree on 
who would occupy a seat they are to name jointly for a 
new five-member ruling council, which should have been 
installed on January 11. 


Warlords Flee Capital 
AB1401150995 Paris AFP in English 1455 GMT 14 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Monrovia, Jan 14 (AFP)— 
Angry civilians flooded the centre of the Liberian capital 
Saturday [14 January], rioting and attacking people 
deemed responsible for the failure of peace talks in 
Ghana earlier this week, according to AFP correspon- 
dents at the scene. 


Two faction leaders were evacuated from their homes in 
central Monrovia as chanting crowds wielding sticks 
besieged the buildings. 


In another incident, a handful of African peacekeepers 
took away one man bleeding from the head who had 
been beaten by the crowd, according to an AFP corre- 
spondent at the scene. However, peacekeepers were thin 
on the ground by the early afternoon. 


The two faction leaders who escaped lynching were Lofa 
Defense Force (LDF) chief Francois Massaquoi and 
Roosevelt Johnson, leader of the Krahn wing of the 
United Liberation Movement (Ulimo). 


They led two of five factions which failed to choose a 
joint nominee on the new council of state, or collective 
presidency, wrecking the talks. 


Around 2 p.m. unconfirmed reports that the homes of 
other senior coalition forces figures had been ransacked 
in the suburbs were reaching the city centre. 


At the central Christiana Hotel, a crowd of over 1,000 set 
on fire a car believed to belong to members of the Liberia 
Peace Council (LPC), allegedly hiding in the hotel. 


Witnesses said Massaquoi was evacuated from his home 
by gunmen loyal to him, who fired warning shots into the 
air as he escaped. The house was later ransacked and 
parts of it burnt in the road. 


Members of the African peacekeeping force ECOMOG 
secured Johnson’s home shortly before the mob arrived. 
According to witnesses, peacekeepers escorted the war- 
lord to safety and the house was left intact. 


The demonstrations followed incidents at Monrovia’s 
James Spriggs Payne airport late Friday as a Ghanaian 
air force plane brought a group of delegates back from 
the suspended talks in Ghana. Around 5,000 people 
converged on the airport, forcing peacekeepers to inter- 
vene. 


By early Saturday afternoon, peacekeepers, who earlier 
fired several warning shots, had largely abandoned the 
central area. 
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Two truckloads of ECOMOG soldiers were also seen 
escorting a group of demonstrators jogging through the 
city waving branches, in an apparent display of soli- 
darity. 


In Monrovia’s Sinkor suburb, offices belonging to polit- 
ical movement the United People’s Party (UPP) were set 
on fire. Earlier this month a UPP member, Oscar Quiah, 
was elected to the new council of state, or collective 
presidency, by the civilian all-Liberia national confer- 
ence (LNC). 


Earlier in the day a group of demonstrators marching 
from Monrovia’s Paynesville suburb, where over 50 
unarmed civilians were killed by unidentified gunmen 
on December 15, was turned back by ECOMOG. 


Thursday’s peace talks broke down because of the 
inability of the four coalition forces and the Armed 
Forces of Liberia (AFL) to agree who would represent 
them on the new council of state. 


Two candidates wanted the slot and four days of medi- 
ation failed to resolve the dispute, even though all four 
other members of the new council have now been 
named. 


Saturday’s demonstrations were the latest in a series in 
the Liberian capital over recent weeks. Most shops were 
shut, but there were few reports of looting. 


Under the December 21 Accra accord a ceasefire was 
established on December 28. Under the accord the new 
council should have been installed by January 11. 


The bloody war began as a rebellion by Charles Taylor's 
National Patriotic Front (NPFL) on December 24, 1989, 
against the bloodstained regime of the late president 
Samuel Doe, who was tortured to death by an NPFL 
splinter group nine months later in Monrovia. 


Rioters Loot Hotels 
AB1401182795 Paris AFP in English 1804 GMT 14 Jan 95 


[By Chris McCall] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Monrovia, Jan 14 (AFP)}—A 
peace demonstration which brought thousands of people 
onto the streets of Monrovia Saturday [14 January] 
degenerated into looting as crowds attacked city hotels. 


The disorder erupted as civilians angered by the failure 
of bickering warlords to agree on a peace deal to end five 
years of war in Liberia went on the rampage, attacking 
the faction leaders in their homes and hotels. 


An AFP correspondent saw a mob of youths attacking 
the central Christiana Hotel as national police sat pow- 
erless a short distance away. Earlier Liberia Peace 
Council (LPC) chairman George Boley was evacuated 
from there. 
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Witnesses said Boley was rescued by troops of the 
African peacekeeping force, the regional force sent into 
Liberia in 1991 to attempt to end the five-year conflict. 


In mid-afternoon mobs also attacked the Hotel Africa, 
where most of the National Patriotic Front (NPFL) 
nominees to the outgoing transitional government live. 


Cars were set on fire outside the hotel, located in the 
Virginia suburb some 10 kilometres (six miles) north- 
west of the city centre, including that of Isaac Musa, the 
NPFL-nominated vice-chairman of the outgoing council 
of state. 


At the Christiana Hotel, the crowd was literally pulling 
the building to pieces, carrying off bits of piping and 
doors as well as air conditioning units and washing 
machines. 


By late afternoon a few appeared to be heading for home 
as the 7 p.m. curfew approached. The African peace- 
keeping force ECOMOG had largely abandoned the city 
centre, although three peacekeepers were seen patrolling 
the streets a short distance away just before 4 p.m. 


Looting was also reported elsewhere in the city centre, 
including a bank under construction near the Christiana 
Hotel. But most businesses put their shutters up early in 
the morning and few cars were on the streets. 


One carrying bread was ransacked by the mob, before the 
driver sped off, carrying a looter clinging to his front 
door. 


Ashes from pile of items taken from the home of Lofa 
Defense Force (LDF) leader Francois Massaquoi and set 
on fire in a city centre roadway had not been cleared 
away by late afternoon. 


Massaquoi was one of three warlords forced to flee 
buildings in the centre of the Liberian capital after mobs 
surrounded the buildings. 


There have also been reports of incidents in the city 
suburbs and the leader of political grouping the United 
People’s Party (UPP), Baccus Matthews, is said to have 
been taken to hospital with injuries. 


Although several other people have been injured, 
although by late afternoon there had been no confirma- 
tion of any deaths, but sporadic shooting has been heard 
in the city throughout the day. [sentence as received] 


The demonstrations began spontaneously in the morning 
when thousands of youths chanting “No more war. we 
want peace” jogged militia-style through the city centre. 


But by the afternoon three warlords blamed for the 
collapse of last week’s peace ialks in Accra had been 
evacuated from homes or hotels where they were staying 
as mobs threatened the buildings. 


The talks were suspended Thursday as the Armed Forces 
of Liberia (AFL) and the so-called coalition forces failed 
to nominate their joint representative on a new ruling 
council. 
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The coalition forces include the LDF, LPC, the Krahn 
wing of the United Liberation Movement (Ulimo-J) and 
the Central Revolutionary Council dissident wing of 
Charles Taylor's NPFL (NPFL-CRC). 


All seven warring factions and a civilian delegate signed 
a peace deal in Accra on December 21, a few days after 
over 50 unarmed civilians were massacred in the Paynes- 
ville suburb of outer Monrovia by unidentified gunmen. 


The five-year-old conflict began on December 24, 1989, 
as an NPFL rebellion against the bloodstained regime of 
former president Samuel Doe. Although Doe was tor- 
tured to death by an NPFL spinter group nine months 
later in Monrovia, his Krahn ethnic group still domi- 
nates several factions. 


Ten People Reported Dead 
AB1401202895 Paris AFP in English 2022 GMT 14 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Monrovia, Jan 14 (AFP)—At 
least 10 people died in the Liberian capital Monrovia 
Saturday [14 January} after a peace demonstration 
involving thousands of people degenerated into rioting 
and looting, several reliable sources said. 


Among the dead, all civilians, were a child together with 
five demonstrators killed by the African peacekeeping 
force ECOMOG, the sources said. 


The child, whose age was not divulged, was knocked 
down by a vehicle in the Mamba Point district, the head 
of UN mission in Liberia, General Daniel Opande, said. 


A civilian was also shot by ECOMOG forces in the 
Mamba Point area where UN troops are based, a UN 
source said. 


Four other civilians were also shot dead by ECOMOG 
forces during the day, according to several eye-witnesses. 


And at least four dead bodies were seen by witnesses at 
the home of Tom Woewiyu, labour minister in the 
present government and leader of the Central Revolu- 
tionary Council faction. 


Groups of demonstrators had earlier attacked 
Woewiyu’s home in the Congotown suburb, southeast of 
the city. 


A precarious calm had returned to Monrovia by nightfall 
where a curfew is in force from 7:00 p.m. (1900 GMT) 
until 7:00 a.m. 


ECOMOG forces which had virtually deserted the city 
during the afternoon were back in place, notably at the 
main intersections. 


The disorder had erupted after civilians angered by the 
failure of Liberia's bickering warlords to agree a peace 
deal to end five years of war in the country went on the 
rampage, attacking the faction leaders in their homes 
and hotels. 
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A mob of youths attacked the central Christiana Hotel as 
national police sat powerless a short distance away, and 
mobs attacked the Hotel Africa, where most of the 
National Patriotic Front nominees to the outgoing tran- 
sitional government live. 


Looting was also reported elsewhere in the city centre, 
including a bank under construction near the Christiana 
Hotel. 


Monrovia Reported Calm’ 15 Jan 
AB1501123695 Paris AFP in English 1231 GMT 15 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Monrovia, Jan 15 (AFP)—The 
Liberian capital remained calm at midday (1200 GMT) 
Sunday [15 January] after the previous day’s violence in 
which around 10 people were believed to have died, 
according to AFP correspondents in Monrovia. 


Cars were moving again and some market traders were 
doing business. No official death toll has been released, 
but information collected by AFP suggests a provisional 
figure of around 10 dead. 


In the morning the African peacekeeping force 
ECOMOG issued a warning over state radio that further 
violence “will not be tolerated.” 


State Council, AFL, Coalition To Meet 


AB1501152195 Monrovia Radio ELBC in English 1400 
GMT 15 Jan 95 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] The Council of State of Liberia 
has announced a meeting on Monday [16 January] with 
delegations of the Armed Forces of Liberia [AFL] and 
the Coalition Forces, and some Liberian [words indis- 
tinct] were at loggerheads on the naming of a single 
candidate to fill the combined post on the new Council 
of State. Their failure to reach an agreement has led to 
the recessing of the Accra peace talks on Liberia and 
yesterday prompted [words indistinct] generated acts of 
vandalism, looting, rioting, and intimidation of faction 
leaders and politicians in Monrovia. 


The home and car of the leader of one of the factions. the 
Lofa Defense Force, Mr. Francois Massaquoi, as well as 
former Foreign Minister G. Bacchus Matthews, were 
looted and destroyed. Mr. Massaquoi's home was looted 
[words indistinct] including a wedding cake and a [word 
indistinct] dress found in his home and said to belong to 
his sister-in-law, who should have gotten married yes- 
terday, [words indistinct] dressed in a wedding gown. 


Minister Matthews’ two cars were set ablaze and his 
home on Old Road thoroughly looted and some of his 
[words indistinct]. Justice Minister Lavali Supuwood's 
home was also affected and his personal belongings 
looted. The demonstration started off as protest against 
the factions failure to [words indistinct] the new Council 
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of State in Accra, Ghana. The State Council’s meeting 
with AFL and Coalition Forces is aimed at getting in 
touch [words indistinct]. 


*Unscrupulous Elements’ Criticized 


AB1501153695 Monrovia Radio ELBC in English 1400 
GMT 15 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The ECOMOG [Economic 
Community of West African States Cease-Fire Moni- 
toring Group] High Command says any person or groups 
of persons found assisting unscrupulous elements to stir 
up trouble during demonstrations are to be reported 
promptly to ECOMOG or the police. In a release (?pub- 
lished today) ECOMOG says while it respects the rights 
of Liberians to express themselves, it will not tolerate 
any act that has the potential to jeopardize the Liberian 
peace process. 


The ECOMOG release spoke of attacks on innocent 
citizens, burning of houses, looting, intimidations and 
molestations during yesterday’s demonstrations. It, how- 
ever, described the demonstration as a manifestation of 
Liberians’ dissatisfaction with the outcome of the latest 
round of Accra talks. It pointed out that ECOMOG is in 
Liberia to stay, therefore it is important that peace- 
loving citizens and residents should support measures to 
achieve peace. 


Government Urges End to Riots 


AB1501155995 Monrovia Radio ELBC in English 1400 
GMT 15 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Information Minister Joe 
Mulbah is calling on the general public to remain calm as 
government moves swiftly to arrange a meeting with 
members of the AFL [Armed Forces of Liberia] coalition 
aimed at peacefully resolving the issue of filling that last 
seat that will complete the constitution of a new five- 
man Council of State. An Information Ministry release 
quotes Minister Mulbah as saying: While the govern- 
ment is aware of the anger of the Liberian people, 
especially on the prolongation of the civil crisis, it is time 
for every Liberian to refrain from violence and treat the 
nation’s problems with soberness. The information boss 
said all is not lost in the ongoing Liberian crisis, and that 
the facilitators are still optimistic that lasting peace can 
be found under the Accra Accord. 


Minister Mulbah is appealing to Liberians to go about 
their normal duties as they await a quick resolution of 
the crisis. 


Government Grateful for ECOMOG 


AB1501161695 Monrovia Radio ELBC in English 1400 
GMT 15 Jan 94 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Liberian Government has 
expressed its continued confidence in the integrity of 
Nigeria and its commitment toward the restoration of 
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lasting peace to Liberia. A Council State release yes- 
terday recalled the many sacrifices—human and mate- 
rial—made by the government and people of Nigeria and 
all ECOMOG [Economic Community of West African 
States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group]-troop-contributing 
countries in seeking, not only to save the lives of 
Liberians and restore peace to Liberia, but also to 
preserve and maintain the sovereignty of Liberia as a 
nation state. The council noted that our entire infrastruc- 
ture—political, economic, and social—could have been 
completely destroyed had it not been for the timely 
intervention of ECOMOG. 


It pointed out also that our very sovereignty as a people 
and as a nation has, at the height of civil crisis, been 
placed in jeopardy, with the world powers failing to 
come to our rescue and some member nations of the 
United Nations refusing any further recognition of the 
Liberian nation state. It noted that it was Nigeria that 
spearheaded the rescue operation for Liberia. Accord- 
ingly, it said, Nigeria has been at the bedrock of the 
peacekeeping operation and has been principally respon- 
sible for the success of the ECOMOG mission in Liberia. 


The government said all Liberians will remain forever 
grateful to the government and people of Nigeria and all 
ECOMOG-contributing countries for the sacrifices they 
have made for our country and people. The government 
is appealing to Nigeria and all ECOMOG-contributing 
countries not to be disturbed in helping the Liberian 
people restore peace to their land. [sentence as heard] 


Calm Returns to Monrovia 


AB1601191495 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 16 Jan 95 


[From the African news bulletin] 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] The latest reports from the 
Liberian capital, Monrovia, say the city is now relatively 
quiet, following renewed violence today in protest of the 
failure of peace talks. [passage omitted] 


Taylor Said Ready To Compromise 


AB1601191095 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 16 Jan 95 


{From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Popular anger is still boiling 
over in the Liberian capit«!, Monrovia. On Saturday [14 
January] thousands took to the streets to protest the 
failure of the country’s warring factions to agree on a new 
five-member ruling council. Ten people died in the 
disturbances, in which cars were set ablaze and buildings 
looted. Yesterday things calmed down somewhat, but 
today trouble flared again, with roadblocks of burning 
tires and demonstrators turning their wrath on the 
peacekeepers. From Monrovia, Nyenati Allison telexed 
this report: [passage omitted] 
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On Saturday the current ruling council offered to help in 
resolving the stalemate between the AFL [Armed Forces 
of Liberia] and its coalition allies. The meeting was 
scheduled to begin today, but analysts here say that it 
would be difficult to get a compromise between the AFL 
and its allies with one of the main contenders for the 
combined slot on the five-member council, George Boley 
of the Liberia Peace Council, still out of the country. 


Well, this afternoon, the information minister of Charles 
Taylor's NPFL [National Patriotic Front of Liberia], 
Tiafa Cathy, called us up from Monrovia. Robin White 
asked him how he regarded the situation there: 


[Begin recording] [Cathy] Well. | think our people have 
begun to speak. They are taking control of the crisis. 
They are saying to those who are hurdles to peace that it 
is time that they stop putting hurdles in the way of 
peace—and our people have clearly identified those 
persons who are responsible for the impasse in the peace 
process. 


[White] Aren't these demonstrations against all warlords 
in general, including Charles Taylor? 


[Cathy] No, there have been no demonstrations against 
Charles Taylor. In fact, | have here the newspaper, the 
INQUIRER newspaper. It is quoting some of the dem- 
onstrators as saying: Let Gankay come. Gankay is the 
name of Taylor. Let Gankay come fix it. Let Taylor come 
fix it. This is the INQUIRER—which has not been very, 
very sympathetic toward the NPFL. It is reporting this; 
okay, and the EYE newspaper today is reporting that the 
demonstrators have called for Taylor to come in and try 
to provide leadership. 


[White] But do you really think that if Charles Taylor 
were to fly into Monrovia, people would not give him the 
same reception as they have given all the other warlords? 


[Cathy] There cannot be, there cannot be any such 
reception. 


[White] So, what do you think of this other (story) that 
all these demonstrations in Monrovia are being orches- 
trated by you? 


[Cathy] No, no, no, we are not involved with the 
demonstrations. In fact, today, we have a statement on 
the radio calling for our supporters, sympathizers, and 
the Liberian people to exercise restraint. The NPFL 1s 
prepared to help those elements in the coalition who are 
recalcitrant in yielding to ensure that peace come. If 
there is anything the Liberian people think we can do to 
ensure that these people reach a compromise so that we 
move ahead with this process, Mr. Taylor has indicated 
ago long that he is prepared to do that. [end recording] 


UN Airlifts Employees 


AB1601164295 London BBC World Service in English 
1515 GMT 16 Jan 95 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 
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{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Popular anger is still boiling 
over in the Liberian capital, Monrovia. On Saturday [14 
January] thousands took to the streets to protest the 
failure of the country’s warring factions to agree a new 
five-member ruling council. Ten people died in the 
disturbances, in which cars were set ablaze and buildings 
looted. Yesterday things calmed down somewhat, but 
today trouble flared again, with roadblocks of burning 
tires and demonstrators turning their wrath on the 
peacekeepers. From Monrovia, Nyenati Allison telexed 
this report: 


Clouds of smoke bloomed over the southern reaches of 
Bushrod Island, Monrovia’s industrial sector, as rioters 
hurled stones at peacekeeping vehicles approaching the 
area. A Belgian diplomat attempting to drive his car 
through the mob had his vehicle windscreen smashed. 
Despite heavy shooting in the air to scare off the rioting 
crowds, stones were thrown at peacekeeping troops and 
tires set alight. The peacekeeping force beefed up its 
strength today at checkpoints in eastern Sinkor suburb 
where rioters overturned vehicles and burned others on 
Saturday. And stores and government offices have 
remained closed and public transport has been para- 
lyzed. The United Nations has asked its staff to keep off 
the streets and officials leaving their Riverview com- 
pound in Virginia, six miles west of the capital, are being 
airlifted by helicopters. 


The riots were in defiance of an African peacekeeping 
statement broadcast overnight, calling on the public to 
desist from further rioting. In a passionate appeal, also 
on Radio Monrovia, city Mayor Daniel Johnson called 
on Monrovians to suspend the riots and give the govern- 
ment time to broker a solution to the impasse in the 
Liberian peace process. 


Council of State Meets AFL Leader 


AB1701105995 Monrovia Radio ELBC in English 0900 
GMT 17 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] In an effort to break the 
impasse within the AFL [Armed Forces of Liberia]- 
Coalition regarding the selection of a nominee to the 
incoming Council of State, the Council of State of the 
Liberian National Transitional Government yesterday 
met with General Hezekaiah Bowen and the general and 
special staff of the AFL in Monrovia. The meeting, 
which was presided over by his Excellency David D. 
Kpomakpor, was conducted in an atmosphere of cordi- 
ality and frankness aimed at finding an amicable solu- 
tion to the stalemate. 


According to a Council of State release issued yesterday, 
Chairman Kpomakpor made a passionate plea to Gen. 
Bowen and members of the AFL to put Liberia first by 
placing emphasis on those issues that will bring perma- 
nent peace to the Liberian people and avoid those things 
that will perpetrate our nightmare. 


For his part, Gen. Bowen said he and members of the 
AFL staff were greatly delighted over the invitation to 
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discuss the future of Liberia and noted that he and the 
AFL have always stood for peace. He said as a demon- 
stration of the AFL’s binding commitment to the peace 
process, he would do everything possible to ensure that 
the current impasse is brought to a successful conclusion. 


The Council of State says it has initiated a ministerial 
conference with all the leaders of the Coalition to join in 
the negotiations which are at two levels: Bilateral 
meeting between the council and each member organi- 
zation of the Coalition and general meeting with all 
parties concerned. The Coalition-AFL meeting which 
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will also be attended by several government officials 
including the Monrovia city mayor, Daniel Johnson, wi!! 
come up today. 


Meanwhile, the Council of State is again calling on all 
citizens to refrain from further demonstrations so that it 
can further concentrate on the negotiations currently 
taking place. The Council of State (added that) the 
national security forces have been instructed to use all 
means at their disposal to ensure that the peace enjoyed 
in Monrovia (?and its environs) is not further disrupted. 
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